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HAND 


The hammer, the nail, the door are rust. 
The hand now molecules of dust. 
What, then, remains? 


A hammer, a nail, a door. 

Ninety-five theses’ worth of words. A score 

Of peasants in the “Platz.” A beggar or two. 

Several sturdy blows. Nothing new 

To the people. Echoes of Tetzel’s cries: 

“One coin in the coffer — one soul flies 

Out of Purgatory.” A few gather round 

And read. Heads nod. And the sound 

Of a hearty ‘“Jawohl! Money for the soul 

And its salvation? Nein! Rather a toll 

For the coffers of the Fuggers.” Yet how 

Many comprehend the full implications? Some know, 
However, some like Cajetan and Eck. And Rome hears 
The song of Sachs’ nightingale and fears. 

(The cobbler made him a bird of golden throat. 

Luther — more modestly — “A flea on the Pope’s fur coat.) 
This is a rustle, a wind that stirs 

Senseless leaves, and a goad that spurs 

The idle ox-mind on. But, alas, no Paul Revere to bring 
The news. No ICBM to take to wing 

And shower seeds of thought on Rome. 

No fission or fusion on hand at home. 

No National Guard or Federal decree 

To protect and preserve this heresy. 

What then? How is it that the land 

Quivers and shakes like a hand 

That’s palsied and old? Could one man : 
Alone thus kindle hearts and then fan 

Them so hot that all would gasp? 

No! Here’s but the “Werkzeug” in the grasp 

Of God. Here’s only the echo that yet we hear. 

(“Hie stehe ich. Ich kann nicht anders. Gott helfe mir.”) 
L-U-T-H-E-R — merely six letters, nothing more. 

His but the hand on the hammer on the nail on the door. 


The hammer, the nail, the door are rust. 

The hand now molecules of dust. 

What, then, remains? 
David W. Lotz 
Concordia Senior College 
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si| News of the Church in the World 


55 Chaplains Attend 
Midwest Conference 


Fifty-five chaplains from 11 Midwest 
states met in St. John’s Church, Forest 
Park, Ill., September 22 and 23, to con- 
sider and discuss the work of the in- 
stitutional ministry for their mutual 
benefit. 

Speakers and topics included: Prof. 
Albert Glock, Concordia Teachers Col- 
lege, River Forest, ‘““Exegetical Study of 
the Bronze Serpent Pericope’’; Chaplain 
Adolph A. Klein, Flint, Mich., “Mini- 
mum Standards of Instruction for Con- 
firmation of the Institutionalized”; Rev. 
Arnold F. Krentz, Fort Wayne, “Dea- 
conesses and Institutional Work”; Prof. 
A. E. Graf, Springfield seminary, “The 
Process of Interviewing”; Dr. A. R. 
Long, Suburban Cook County T.B. 
Sanatorium, “The Latest Treatment of 
T. B.”; and Dr. Henry F. Wind, Execu- 
tive Secretary of Synod’s Board of So- 
cial Welfare, “Clinical Training Cen- 
ters for Chaplains.” 

The following officers were elected 
for a two-year term: chairman, Harry 
A. Timm, Peoria, Ill.; vice-chairman, 
Arnold A. Schroeder, Milwaukee, Wis.; 
secretary, Adolph A. Klein, Flint; 
treasurer, F. Wm. E. Wolter, Alton, 
Ill.; program chairman, Christian Adam, 
Kankakee, [IIl.; publicity chairman, 
L. W. Schuth, Elmhurst, IIl.; librarian, 
Berthold O. Streufert, Faribault, Minn. 

The Midwest Institutional Chaplains’ 
Conference’ was organized sixteen years 
ago to strengthen and unify the services 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS 


of conference area chaplains by offering 
them encouragement and _ inspiration 
through association with fellow work- 
ers, by the study of pertinent and timely 
topics, and by the discussion of prob- 
lems and opportunities of institutional 
missions in the Midwest. 


Choir Members Bring 
Parents to Church 


“Get the children of unchurched 
parents to sing in your choirs,” advises 
Rev. Carl A. Hinz, pastor of Bethle- 
hem Church, Mason City, Iowa. 

“Our adult classes have enrolled 
many parents whose children invited 
them to come to church and hear our 
choirs sing. Now the parents are sing- 
ing with the congregation,” he says. 

The purpose of Bethlehem’s five 
choirs, led by Mrs. Hinz, the former 
Helen Schroth (see cover, last row, 
center), “is not to make professional 
singers of some,” the pastor explains, 
“but to make professing Christians of 
all.” 

Evening rehearsals of the singing 
groups enable Pastor Hinz to become 
acquainted with the young choristers. 
It is important, he believes, that chil- 
dren recognize their pastor’s loving care 
and concern for them. 

During 1957 and 1958 the church’s 
five choirs reached a membership peak 
of 208. An occasional party or picnic, 
arranged by parents of the young sing- 
ers, helps sustain interest in the choir 


program. 


ASSOCIATION of the Missouri Synod and Affiliated Synods has accepted 74 deaconess 


Lutheran Hour Adds 
New Countries 


Five new languages and 11 new lands 
were added to the schedule of Lutheran 
Hour broadcasting during the 25th sea- 
son, reports Paul Friedrich, executive 
director of the LLL. In the same period 
no languages were dropped, but broad- 
casts in five lands were discontinued. 

The new languages are: Arusha- 
Masai, Chagga, Efik, Ibo, and Swahili. 
The new lands are: Aruba, Belgian 
Congo, Cameroons, Gibraltar, Ivory 
Coast, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Tahiti, 
Tarawa, Thailand, and Togoland. 

Current statistics show there are now 
1,314 broadcasts in 59 languages from 
1,044 stations in 68 countries. 


Lutheran Pastor Gives 
Tokyo Governor “Key” 


Rey. George P. Vojtko, former pas- 
tor of St. Peter and St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Lakewood, Ohio, presented to 
the governor of metropolitan Tokyo a 
“key” to the Ohio city. 

Pastor Vojtko, service pastor and di- 
rector of the Lutheran Service Center in 
Tachikawa, Japan, presented the good- 
will symbol to Governor Selichiro Yasui 
on behalf of Mayor Frank P. Celeste 
and the people of Lakewood. 

The Tachikawa center for U.S. mili- 
tary personnel is maintained by the Lu- 
theran Service Commission. 


students from 20 states for the fall semester at Valparaiso University. Some of the six nurses completing deaconess train- 
ing hope to accept calls overseas. Michigan and Minnesota each sent 12 students; New York and Wisconsin, five. 
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News of the Church in the World 


GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CONGREGATION, Toledo, Ohio, a three- 
year-old English District mission, dedicated its new church on September 7. Rev. 
Warren W. Gritzke is pastor. 


Augustana Women 
Demand Removal of 
Two Obstacles 


Until the department of United 
Church Women of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches removes two obstacles 
to membership, the Augustana Lutheran 
Church Women will not affiliate with 
the NCC, the Augustana group declared 
at its convention in Minneapolis. 

The Lutheran women endorsed a 
statement citing two objections to the 
NCC department of Church Women: 
1. At least two state councils of church 
women are permitted to remain affili- 
ated with the Council’s department of 
United Church Women even though 
they have not adopted the evangelical 
principle recognizing Jesus Christ as 
“Lord and Savior.” 2. Representation 
in some state councils of church women 
is not on the basis of denominational 
election, as required. 

Dr. Oscar A. Benson, national Au- 
gustana president, who made the state- 
ment, said, “This laxity in administra- 
tion will have to be eliminated.” He 
expressed the hope that “these obstacles 
will be removed at an early date.” 

The Augustana Lutheran Church is 
a member of the NCC. 


U.S. Cardinals Violate 
Law by Electing Pope, 
POAU Contends 


Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State urged Secretary of State Dulles 
to advise the three Roman Catholic 
Cardinals from the United States that 
they may be subject to loss of national- 
ity if they vote in the secret conclave to 
elect a new pope, Associated Press re- 
ported. 
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“We believe that these Cardinals can 
be deprived of some of their citizenship 
rights in the United States if they 
openly violate the law,” the POAU said 
in a statement. 

The organization based its contention 
on a section of the 1952 immigration 
and nationality act, which says a citizen 
“shall lose his nationality . . . by voting 
in a political election in a foreign state 
or participating in an election or plebis- 
cite to determine the sovereignty over 
foreign territory.” 

Setting forth its view in a letter to 
Mr. Dulles, the POAU cited a number 
of precedents in support of the argu- 
ment that the Vatican City is a sover- 
eign state. 


Produce Your Own TV 
Series, Lutheran Pastor 
Tells Canadian Churches 


Canadian churches co-operating with 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
in a religious TV program should pay 
for and produce their own series, says 
Rey. George W. Bornemann, pastor of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Toronto. 

Each religious group “could have 
and should have put its message across 
more dynamically,” the Missouri Synod 
clergyman maintains, by paying its own 
way and not “compromising” with other 
churches. 

He referred to a 13-week filmed 
series, “The Heritage,” produced co- 
operatively by Protestant, Catholic, and 
Jewish groups, with a $130,000 subsidy 
from the CBC. 

“The voice of the church would be 
stronger if we did not have to depend 
on advertising or on the CBC,” said 
Pastor Bornemann, chairman of the net- 
work’s National Religious Advisory 
Council. “What we need is the freewill 
offering of the people.” 
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Swedish Lutherans Vote 
To Ordain Women 


By a vote of 69 to 29, with two 
abstentions, the General Assembly of - 
the Swedish State Lutheran Church, 
meeting in extraordinary session in 
Stockholm, accepted the government’s 
proposal for the ordination of women 
as pastors. 

Already passed by both chambers of 
the Riksdag, the bill authorizing the 
ordination of women in the State 
Church will become effective January 1, 
1959; 

The church’s 2—1 endorsement of 
the measure was in agreement with a 
1957 survey in which two thirds of 
119 parishes said they would approve 
women as ministers. Some of the 
younger clergy and Bishop Nils Bolan- 
der of Lund had also declared them- 
selves in favor of the proposal. 

An anti-ordination group of 600 
pastors and laymen, headed by Bishop 
Bo Giertz, is expected to continue ef- 
forts and to resist implementation of 
the law. 


Unity and Truth Must Not 
Conflict, Dr. Fry Warns 


Christians need both unity and truth, 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of 
the United Lutheran Church of 
America, said to 1,500 members of the 
United Lutheran Church Women in 
Toronto. He warned that these two 
ideals must not be in conflict with each 
other, RNS reports. 

“One popular view insists that. 
churches should get together at all costs, — 
and if beliefs get in the way, then down 
with the beliefs!” said the president of © 
the Lutheran World Federation and 
chairman of the World Council of 
Churches’ Central Committee. i 

Another extreme view, Dr. Fry con- 
tinued, “puts the accent exclusively on 


truth and not on unity at all. It clam- 
ors for complete agreement on tiny” 


points of doctrine, and when that is 


achieved, it goes deeper to still minuter — 


ones.” 


One gets the impression from “people i 


of this strict type,” he observed, “that 
unity of Christ’s church is a trifling 
thing and almost an offensive idea.” 

Modern Christians need to be 
“deeply devoted” to truth and unity, the 
ULCA president asserted. “We need 
to strive for each of them without com- 
promising the other.” 
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“Religious Racketeer” 
Fined and Sentenced 


The Post Office Department has put 
an end to a widespread “religious 
racket” in the U.S. mails by successful 
prosecution of “Prophet John, the Con- 
queror.” His real identity was Jack 

Pittman of Philadelphia, Pa. 

The department said that Pittman had 
been sentenced to two and one-half 
years in jail and fined $1,500 for opera- 
tion of “a fraudulent mail scheme 
which, it is conservatively estimated, 

_ brought him $100,000 from sale of his 
‘special blessings.’ ” 


Church Grows in Small 
Minnesota Town 


The Pentecost confirmation and Bap- 
tism class of Zion Lutheran Church 
in Pine City, Minn., numbered 33, 
“largely the result of our October 1956 
PTR mission,” writes Pastor A. W. 
Roegge. 

“Ours is a typical small-town area,” 
adds the pastor, “often characterized 
by the statement ‘Everybody around 
here belongs to some church.’ The 
membership is about equally divided 
between farm families and those living 
in town.” 

Of the 14 juniors confirmed, nine 
are from families won for the church 
during the PTR mission. Of the 10 
adults in the class, seven were baptized 
and five were first contacted during the 
PTR or were brought to the class by 
lay witnesses reached through the PTR. 

“With such continuing blessed re- 
sults,” Pastor Roegge says, “we are 
naturally looking forward with keen 
anticipation to our next area PTR mis- 
sion, February 1—5, 1959.” 


News of the Church in the World 
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ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH on a city block in Big Rapids, Mich., 


dedicated its new church, a small chapel, and two Sunday school rooms, Octo- 
ber 19. A cloistered walk connects the church and four-room school, parish hall, 
and offices, dedicated in 1951. Seating 600, the church can accommodate an over- 


flow of 200, Rev. F. W. Wiese writes. 


Interchurch Center 
To Cost $20 Million 


The Interchurch Center, now under 
construction on Morningside Heights 
overlooking the Hudson River, is ex- 
pected to cost $20 million. 

The first of its kind in the country, 
the center will serve as national head- 
quarters for the co-operative program 
work of 37 Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox Church bodies embracing 40 
million members in the U.S. 

Many denominational and interde- 
nominational agencies, including the 
National Council of Churches and the 
U.S. office of the World Council of 
Churches, will have offices in the 19- 
story building. 

Described as a “symbol of the grow- 
ing unity and solidarity of Protestant 
and Orthodox churches in America,” 
the Interchurch Center will cover an 
entire block and provide space for 3,000 
workers. 


The Pentecost Confirmation and Baptism Class of Zion Church, Pine City, Minn. 
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Canadian Church Reports 
Apathy Toward Union 


“Unmistakable apathy” toward mer- 
ger of the United Church of Canada 
with the Anglican Church of Canada 
exists in both communions, according 
to the report of the UCC’s Commission 
on Union. Delegates to the 18th bien- 
nial General Council of the UCC 
adopted the report, which urged that 
lines of communication and friendship 
be kept open. 

Union discussions between the two 
church bodies, initiated 15 years ago 
by the Anglicans, have been at a stand- 
still. 

Two of the biggest stumbling blocks 
to the merger, said Dr. Harold W. 
Young, chairman of the Commission 
on Union, are the “Anglican insistence 
on the acceptance of bishops as spiri- 
tual descendants of the original apostles 
and the recognition of holy orders.” 

The Anglican communion around the 
world, he added, does not recognize 
holy orders not bestowed by a bishop 
in the apostolic succession. 


School of Theology 
Enrolls 50 Older Men 


Fifty older men enrolled for the 
1958—S9 session of the George Mercer, 
Jr., Memorial School of Theology in 
Garden City, N. Y. 

The newly completed school of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Long Island con- 
ducts classes Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings and Saturday mornings to pre- 
pare for the Episcopal priesthood men 
who have full-time jobs. 


Veterans Day 


BY JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


What will Veterans Day mean to you? 

November 11, 1918, was a day of 
tremendous importance in the history 
of the United States, yes, in the history 
of the world. The nations engaged in 
the awful, bloody struggle now called 
the First World War had agreed that 
by eleven o’clock that morning - the 
noise of the rifles, the roar of the can- 
nons, the drone of the planes, the 
bursting of shells should cease. The 
Armistice which had been agreed upon 
became effective at 11:00 A. M. 

Until that hour some soldiers were 
“going over the top,” some were storm- 
ing the strongholds of the enemy, some 
were bringing the supreme sacrifice. 
One of our fine young parochial school 
teachers, whose exemption papers had 
followed him from camp to camp but 
always arrived too late, to whom, with 
a number of his companions, I admin- 
istered Holy Communion in Trinity 
Church, Houston, Tex., before they 
were sent overseas, was killed in action 
one hour before the Armistice went in- 
to effect. Promptly at 11:00 A. M. the 
deafening din of bitter warfare ended, 
and serene silence greeted what was a 
noisy battlefield only a few moments 
prior to that solemn hour. 

Here at home it was different. Our 
people knew about the Armistice hours 
in advance of 11:00 A. M. In our 
cities victory parades were hurriedly 
planned. It was amazing how quickly 
some seemingly well organized and 
some altogether unorganized efforts 
were put forth. The noisy demonstra- 
tions were astounding. 

Comparatively few people assembled 
in their house of God to render praise 
and thanksgiving to the Lord for silenc- 
ing the noise of battle. Comparatively 
few seemed to realize the significant 
truth of God’s Word: “He maketh wars 
to cease unto the ends of the earth; 
He breaketh the bow and cutteth the 
spear in sunder; He burneth the chariot 
in the fire.” (Ps. 46:9) 


Armistice Day 1945 


Since that historic November 11, 
1918, another world war, much more 
horrible and devastating than the first, 
raged on earth and engulfed many more 
nations than the first. When the news 
was flashed to all parts of the world 
in May and in August, 1945, that the 
bloody two-pronged war had_ been 
brought to a close, again there were 
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noisy demonstrations. This was to be 
expected on the part of those who do 
not understand and believe that it is 
God who bestows the blessings of peace. 
However, especially after the news 
spread that Japan had_ surrendered, 
many congregations conducted services 
of praise and thanksgiving. Special 
preparations had been made for such 
services. Our people were led to know 
ever better that God in His wondrous 
grace had heard the fervent prayers of 
many of His people and had brought 
about a cessation of cruel warfare. 


Veterans Day 1958 


On November 11 we shall observe 
Veterans Day. The name “Armistice” 
in 1954 was changed to “Veterans” so 
as to honor all men and women who 
have served America in its armed 
forces. Thank God for the millions of 
Americans who sacrificed years of their 
youth, soundness of body and mind, 
and sometimes even life itself to pre- 
serve the freedom of our nation. 

The situation throughout the world 
continues to be most serious and critical. 
Dark, ominous clouds continue to ap- 
pear on the horizon. Will another war, 
far more devastating than any which 
the world has ever experienced, engulf 
the world? Will the unsettled tensions 
of Quemoy and Formosa _ suddenly 
break out into another world holocaust? 
May God graciously prevent it! 

Surely we should not permit Veterans 
Day to pass by without earnest, fervent 
prayer, in the secrecy of our closets, in 
our family devotions, and in our church 
services. Recently I had a few lines 
from one of our laymen and his good 
wife. They called attention to the criti- 
cal days in which we live and pleaded 
that I should urge our pastors and our 
congregations to pray for peace. I cer- 
tainly agree. I have urged this on for- 
mer occasions. The matter is so im- 
portant that I am pleading anew for 
such prayers. Let us remember that 
God says: “The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much.” 
(James 5:16) 

We must bear in mind also that 
“wars and rumors of wars,” according 
to our Savior, are signs which should 
remind us of the approaching coming 
of Christ for the purpose of judging 
the quick and the dead. We must be 
constantly ready for His coming. In 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Multiple-Language 


Mission in Toronto 


Luther’s Reformation hymn “A 
Mighty Fortress” for several years‘ 
brought together some of the thousands 
of European Lutheran immigrants who 
settled in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

For joint Reformation rallies in To-) 
ronto, the hymn was printed in 11 lan-, 
guages, enabling the “New Canadians” 
to take part in the service. The mass: 
rallies united many language groups in 
a common bond of faith. 

The multiple-language service folders 
serve a useful purpose throughout the 
year. Rev. Albert F. Pollex, pastor of 
Trinity Church, keeps a supply in his 
“literature box’ on the front seat of 
his car for distribution during hospital 
rounds or house calls. 

Some “New Canadians,” he says, 
give him a cool reception, but eyes light 
up when he points to Luther’s hymn 
printed in the language of his prospect's s 
homeland. 

Our Toronto churches this year 
planned a different type of Reforma-- 
tion observance. It was a co-operative ? 
effort, but each local church conducted | 
a Reformation service. It was felt thatt 
the local-community approach, with the > 
use of the appropriate language, would | 
be better for our mission outreach than | 
the mass impact of one central service: 
for the entire city. 

The use of many languages makes; 
our church’s ministry in Canada one of ' 
our most unusual home missions ac-- 
tivities. 


Languages Used in Toronto Churches : 


St. John — English, Latvian, Polish 
Trinity — German, English, Estonian, Lat- | 

Vian 
Grace — German, Lithuanian, Russian ~— 
Hebron — Finnish 
St. Paul — Slovak 
St. Peter — Estonian 
Our Saviour — English 
Queen’s Way Mission — English 
St. Matthew — English ; 
St. Mark — English 
St. Luke — English 
Luther Memorial — English 
Augsburg — English 

Despite the multitudes of former Lu- — 
therans immigrating to Canada a short- | 
age of home-missions funds compelled 
the Ontario District to cancel the open- 
ing of three new missions planned 
for 1958. 

In November and December meet- 
ings, voters’ assemblies throughout 
Synod will discuss ways and means to 
bolster mission treasuries so as not to 
lose opportunities like those at Toronto. 


O. ARNOLD SOELDNER 
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The Reformation 


You will often hear Mr. Average Man 
say: “The differences between churches 
are just different traditions.” You will 
also hear some Lutherans wish out loud 
for a stereotyped service of worship so 
that they will “feel at home” in any 
Lutheran church in the country. They 
want to establish a “tradition” of ritual 
conformity (contrary to Article VII of 
the Augsburg Confession). Others ob- 
ject to the “tradition” of the liturgy 
itself as being “outmoded.” They want 
something a person will understand 
immediately —- presumably Gospel 
songs and free worship — another kind 
of “tradition.” 

“Traditions” — information, doc- 
trines, practices handed down from 
mouth to mouth —can be both good 
and bad. You have to know a way to 
tell the difference. The key to judging 
any tradition was reaffirmed by the Ref- 
ormation: Sola Scriptura (‘Scripture 
alone”). Does the tradition agree with 
and not conflict with Scripture? Then 
it is permissible. Notice that the Lu- 
theran Reformation attitude is not: “It’s 
right if it’s in the Bible; it’s wrong if it 
is not.” 


The Lutheran Reformation principle 
was not that a new church was coming 
into being but that the old was being 
purified of false doctrine and was being 
restored to its primitive purity of doc- 
rine. What was good in tradition and 
not contrary to the spirit (not necessar- 
ily the letter) of Scripture was kept — 
such as the purified Mass, or Liturgy of 
Communion, vestments, the Church 
Year, etc. 

The Roman Catholics, not the Lu- 
theran Church, have introduced tra- 
ditions in doctrine which break with 
Scripture: purgatory, withholding the 
Communion cup from the laity, forbid- 
ding priests and nuns to marry, praying 
‘to saints or “venerating” them, declar- 

_ing the Virgin Mary to have been con- 

ceived without sin and (under the late 
Pope) to have been taken bodily to 
heaven. Just because these traditions 
have been believed and practiced for 
centuries does not make them valid, for 
they conflict with the clear Word of 
Scripture. 


Protestants have protested the forma- 
tion of Roman dogma from the “unpub- 
lished” oral tradition as of equal value 
with the Writings, the Scriptures. 

Officially Protestants say they do not 
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like tradition. But, oh, how they cling 
to it! Instead of the common tradition 
which the whole church shares, Protes- 
tant groups tend to absolutize their own 
history and tradition, divorced from the 
mainstream of the church. “Catholic” 
becomes the worst of bad words. Their 
own “fathers” are virtually canonized 
and regarded as almost infallible, but 
Roman Catholics are faulted for refer- 
ring to “saints,” such as Augustine. 

This attitude shows a lack of histori- 
cal understanding — as if nothing hap- 
pened between the time of St. John on 
Patmos and the foundation of their own 
particular denomination. This is not 
the attitude of the Lutheran Reforma- 
tion, as is evident especially in the 
Apology to the Augsburg Confession. 
Augustine is our church “father” too. 
We do not pray to him. We sometimes 
disagree with him in doctrine! But we 
do not reject or ignore him. 


Although tradition is simply the de- 
posit of what the church has been be- 
lieving and doing through the centuries, 
much of it is not found in the Bible, 
but is, however, not contrary to Scrip- 
ture. We would be hard put to find 
some of these traditions in the Bible, 
especially in the New Testament alone: 
parts of the liturgy, baptismal fonts, 
statues, choirs, religious paintings, cate- 
chisms, formulations of specific creeds, 
the architecture of our churches, sys- 
tems of theology, historic Church Con- 
fessions, the sign of the cross. Still we 
use them —for they have grown out 
of Scripture in the life of the church, 
not out of some mysterious unpublished 
tradition of the church. Sola Scriptura 
does not mean that we practice only 
what is in the Bible. 

Sola Scriptura means that we believe 
and practice nothing contrary to Scrip- 
ture, that what we do believe and prac- 
tice is under the rule of Scripture. What 
is commanded in Scripture, such as 
Baptism, we must do. What is not com- 
manded, such as using a baptismal font, 
we may do. What is contrary to Scrip- 
ture, such as practicing “spiritual bap- 
tism” with no water, we may not do. 
The Reformation attitude toward tra- 
dition is thus permissive, provided it 
harmonizes with Scripture. 


“Tradition” literally means to “hand 
over to.” One generation faithfully 
“hands over” to the next generation the 
Gospel, faithfully inculcating “the faith 
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and Tradition 


By Wayne Saffen 


once delivered to the saints” in the 
minds of the young, faithfully translat- 
ing the untampered Scriptures, keeping 
alive the memory of the saints and 
martyrs and the story of the church, 
faithfully balancing Word and Sacra- 
ment in public worship. The true 
“Apostolic Succession” is not the his- 
toric succession of bishops from the 
Apostles, but the “handing over” of the 
Apostolic doctrine throughout all gen- 
erations of the church. 

The popular song “Give Me the Old- 
Time Religion” sounds quite traditional, 
but it is actually antitradition. It refers 
to the revivalistic religion of the nine- 
teenth century, a very suspect and un- 
traditional version of the Christian her- 
itage of faith. It is not quite the same 
thing as the 

Faith of our fathers! living still 

In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. 


The Christian Church teaches that 
God is the Lord of all history. History 
is “His-story.” ‘When the fullness of 
the time was come, God sent forth His 
Son,” who is with us “even unto the 
end of the world.” Christianity is not 
then bound up in the times and eras 
treated between the covers of the Bible 
— for Christ specifically promises to be 
with His church, always. And the Holy 
Spirit “calls, gathers, enlightens, sancti- 
fies and keeps the whole Christian 
church in the one true faith’ — by the 
Gospel! 

The church itself has a sacred history, 
though it has no new revelations of 
God’s truth, as Roman Catholic theo- 
logians maintain. Its tradition has mean- 
ing and value (as we assert when we 
say that “God raised up His servant 
Luther”). But this tradition is always 
intimately linked with Scripture. 

What must be safeguarded is the 
primacy of Scripture over tradition. 
What must be challenged is the ten- 
dency to abolish the tradition of the 
confessing church faithful to Christ and 
His Gospel in favor of absolutizing and 
insulating one’s own tradition. 

This was the attitude of the Lutheran 
Reformers toward tradition, cutting 
through the encrusting traditions of 
men around the Gospel with the sharp 
two-edged sword of God’s Word but 
leaving intact and free the tradition 
that brought the Gospel alive in Chris- 
tians in each new generation of the 
living church, the body of Christ on 
earth. 


Se 
HOLY 
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Do 
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Belong? 


BY B. J. LOESEL 
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hurch!” What picture does s 
the word bring to your mind? Does itt 
make you think of the stone structure? 
which you recently dedicated to the: 
service of God? The word is so used att 
times. In Psalm 122 David says: “I| 
was glad when they said unto me, Let! 
us go into the house of the Lord.” 

Or are you thinking of Old Trinity ' 
Congregation on Forbes Street, where } 
you were baptized and confirmed and | 
where you spoke your marriage vows? ! 
The Bible often uses the word church | 
in this sense. For instance: “the church | 
of God which is at Corinth” (1 Cor. 
1:2); Christ’s letters to the seven 
churches in Asia Minor (Revelation 
2 and 3); also (Matt. 18:17): “Tell # 
unto the church.” 

Does the word church cause you to 
think of a certain religious organiza- 
tion with a distinct name and distinctive 
doctrines, such as “The Lutheran 
Church” or “The Baptist Church”? Or 
are you thinking of the visible church 
in general, of the whole number of 
those “who use the Word of God and 
profess the Christian faith”? 

In this article we shall speak of the 
Church as “the holy Christian and 
Apostolic Church.” Our Creed equates 
this Church with “the communion of 
saints,” indicating that it is composed 
of persons who sincerely believe in 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 


Importance of the Church 


The Church, which is composed of 
the whole number of believers in Christ 
throughout the six continents, is tre~ 
mendously important. It could properly 
be called “the hub of the universe.” 
All the world revolves round _ this 
Church. The world exists for this 
Church. Christ rules all things in the 
interest of this Church. 


Power of the Church 


The Church is highly powerful. Like 
a mighty army Moves the Church of 
God! Despite many and bitter conflicts 
it will come forth triumphant. Daniel 
prophesies: “In the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a king- » 
dom which shall never be destroyed; |. 
and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand forever.” (Dan. 2:44) 


“The Kingdom of God Is Within You!” 


You cannot record the number of 
believers from year to year in the Sta- 
tistical Yearbook. While the believers 
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are men, women, and children, all of 
whom are visible, yet “no man can look 
into another’s heart to see whether he 
believes.” Accordingly the number of 
believers and their identity cannot be 
established with certainty. “The Lord 


knoweth them that are His.” (2 Tim. 
2:19.) 
Don’t, however, underestimate the 


number of believers in Christ. Elijah 
thought that he was the only one who 
was still faithful to God, but the Lord 
informed him that there were still 7,000 
in Israel who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal. (1 Kings 19:8-18) 


The Glory of the Church 


This “holy Christian Church” is filled 
_-with glory. The reason is evident. The 
Church has Christ for its Head, Christ 
the eternal Son of God, “begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, Very God of 
Very God”; the Christ of whom Paul 
says: “In Him dwelleth all the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). 
This Christ is enthroned in glory; He 
is sitting at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 

But He is also upon earth. John 
“saw seven golden candlesticks; and in 
the midst of the seven candlesticks one 
like unto the Son of Man, clothed with 
a garment down to the foot, and girt 
about His breast with a golden girdle. 
His head and His hairs were white like 
wool, as white as snow; and His eyes 
were as a flame of fire; and His feet like 
- unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
- furnace; and His voice as the sound 
of many waters. And He had in His 
right hand seven stars; and out of His 
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword; 
and His countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength.” (Rey. 1:12-16) 

What a glorious Head the Church 
has! “One is your Master, even Christ; 
and all ye are brethren” (Matt. 23:8). 
“The head of every man is Christ” 
(1 Cor. 11:3). “Christ is the Head of 
the Church.” (Eph. 5:23) 

The Church is also glorious because 
_of what Christ has done for the mem- 
bers who compose His body. All be- 
lievers in Jesus are gloriously arrayed. 
They are clothed in the spotless gar- 
ment of Christ’s righteousness. “Ye are 
washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justi- 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus and 
by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Cor. 6:11) 

Believers, who “have washed their 
robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14) bless 
the Lord from day to day, saying: “I 
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 
soul shall be joyful in my God; for 
He hath clothed me with the garments 
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of salvation, He hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bride- 
groom decketh himself with ornaments 
and as a bride adorneth herself with 
her jewels.” (Is. 61:10) 


“Christ Loved the Church” 


Throughout the Scriptures the Lord 
speaks of His Church in fondest terms. 
He calls it a casket of jewels (Mal. 
3:17) and “a royal diadem in the hand 
of God.” (Is. 62:3) 

The relation between Christ and the 
believers is always a very close one. 
“I am the Vine,” says Christ, “ye are 
the branches; he that abideth in Me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit; for without Me ye can do 
nothing.” (John 15:5) 

Christ proved His love for the Church 
beyond all doubt and for all time by 
“giving Himself for her.” (Eph. 5:25) 


From heaven He came and sought 
her 

To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her, 

And for her life He died. 


“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 


Saints, apostles, martyrs speak glow- 
ingly of the Church. Saint Paul, great- 
est missionary the world has ever 
known, calls her “the house of God, the 
Church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). 
He calls her members “the family of 
God” (Eph. 3:15). Peter sees a glorious 
temple in the making. He writes to the 
faithful in Asia: “And ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.“ (il) Beter 275) 

Amazing truth! To think that poor, 
lost, and condemned creatures, such as 
we all are by nature, should become 
lively stones in the hand of God and 
be laid into His holy temple! Boundless 
grace! 


God rears of human souls a temple 
fair, 

Builds it securely, and adorns it well; 

Sets up its stately courts His name to 
bear, 

To be a place where men His glory 
tell. 

It is His Church, saved by the 
precious blood 

Of Jesus Christ, the Son of Man 
and God. 


The Church’s Destiny 


In the believer’s eyes such an in- 
stitution obviously has-a glorious future. 
It is moving toward a wondrous goal. 
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Lift up your eyes with St.John the 
Divine! “After this I beheld, and lo, 
a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations and kindreds and 
people and tongues, stood before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their 
hands, and cried with a loud voice, say- 
ing, Salvation to our God, which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb” 
(Rev. 7:9, 10). “They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them 
and shall lead them unto living foun- 
tains of waters; and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes.” (Vv. 
16, 17) 


Do I Belong? 


“The holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints!” Am I a member 
of this blessed, heaven-bound group? 
All of us like to “belong.” For this 
reason we become members of various 
organizations. Some of us join a num- 
ber of them. The important question, 
however, is this: Has God made me a 
member of the assembly of believers? 
Do I belong to the Church whose one 
Foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord? 
Do I belong to the Church which 
“groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord” and which shall stand glorious 
and permanent in the midst of reeling, 
tottering, falling earthly structures? 


One of the oldest and most instruc- 
tive pictures of the Church is that of 
Noah’s Ark. Those who remained out- 
side the ark perished in the Flood, while 
those whom God brought into the ark 
were saved. Thus the Christian Church 
is the only hiding place from the floods 
of divine wrath. Outside the pale of the 
Christian Church there is no salvation 
but only wrath and destruction. 


St. Augustine once said: “He who 
has not the Church for his mother has 
not God for his Father.” 


Do you belong? Does your family 
belong? “Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion” (2 Cor. 6:2). “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved and thy house.” (Acts 16:31) 

Faith in God’s only Son, faith in His 
atoning sacrifice on Calvary for your 
sins and for the sins of all mankind, 
will save you and will make you a mem- 
ber of “the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints” here on earth 
and hereafter in eternity! 


“I believe in the Holy Christian 
Church, the Communion of Saints!” 
Do you? 


WITNESS COMMENT | 


Perfect Working Order 


A “brilliant success,” an “amazing achievement,” 
said scientists concerning the moon rocket Pioneer, 
which reached a record height of 79,281 miles. Instru- 
ments in the fourth-stage payload signaled valuable in- 
formation on outer-space phenomena. 

Fifty-five men worked feverishly during the final 
12 hours of the preliminary count-down. However, for 
more than a century, men of science have worked on 
intricate problems in celestial mechanics vital to lunar 
probing. 

Each carefully planned moonshot makes it increas- 
ingly difficult to believe that the universe and its count- 
less working parts evolved from forces resident in matter. 
Only the intelligence and sovereign will of the omnipotent 
God could have produced an orderly and harmonious 
universe. Only He could make its complex machinery 
operate like perfect clockwork. 

Man’s efforts to reach the moon and to explore the 
vast reaches of outer space give new meaning to state- 
ments in the sacred Scriptures: 

He hath made the earth by His power, He hath estab- 
lished the world by His wisdom and hath stretched out 
the heavens by His discretion [understanding]. Jer. 
10:12 

By Him [Christ] were all things created that are in 
heaven and that are in earth, visible and _ invisible, 
whether they be thrones or dominions or principalities 
or powers; all things were created by Him and for Him. 
Colsi:16 

Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords .. . to Him who 
alone doeth great wonders ... to Him that by wisdom 
made the heavens . . . to Him that stretched out the 
earth above the waters .. . to Him that made great lights 
... the sun to rule by day ... the moon and stars to rule 
by night. ... Oh, give thanks unto the God of heaven, 
for His mercy endureth forever. Ps. 136 


Laughter in Heaven 


The annual observance of Veterans Day provides 
food for serious thought. Formerly called Armistice Day, 
it commemorated a temporary cessation of hostilities that 
flared up anew in 1941. The span of years since V-E 
Day and V-J Day has been even briefer and likewise little 
more than a breathing spell from the threatening global 
conflict — please, God, graciously prevent it! 

Power-hungry despots are shaking their mailed fists 
and thumping their armored chests as if ready to plunge 
the world into another gruesome blood bath. They seem 
determined to extend their conquests until the sun shall 
never set on their domain. They must “liberate” the 
teeming masses into their slavery. 

Not satisfied with this goal, the would-be Goliaths 
have thrown down the gauntlet to the Almighty and have 
resolved that His ambition-stifling, sin-curbing, life-giving 
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Gospel must go. They would blast Christianity from the : 
face of the earth. 

Such defiance has swaggered before. Long ago the : 
inspired psalmist exclaimed: “Why do the heathen rage | 
and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the | 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together - 
against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying: ‘Let | 
us break their bands asunder and cast away their cords | 
from us.’ He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, the 
Lord shall hold them in derision. Then shall He speak 
unto them in His wrath and vex them in His sore dis- 
pleasure.” Whoever the ancient despots were, their re- 
bellion against the Almighty failed, and their warfare 
against the Gospel of His Anointed likewise proved 
futile. 

What defense have we against the sinister powers of 
unbelief and evil? National solidarity? Large armies? 
Modern weapons? Strong alliances? All these have their 
rightful place, but our real security lies elsewhere — in 
God’s hands. If He is for us, who can be against us? 
If He is not for us, who can save us? 

The high road to security is repentance. God Himself 
put it this way: “If My people which are called by My 
name shall humble themselves and pray and seek My 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sins and will heal their 
land.” In these threatening times let us look to Him 
without ceasing. 


Addendum to “Unfair Prejudice?” 


“This clipping from the September 4, 1958, Houston 
Chronicle,” writes Rev. H. F. Meyer of that city, “is 
an addendum to the comment which appeared in the 
September 9, 1958, issue of the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
with the caption ‘Unfair Prejudice?’ ” : 

. . . Police Chief H. H. Robinson of Crockett has 
come to the conclusion that juvenile delinquency starts — 
in the home. Accordingly he has drawn up a wry list 
for parents, which he calls “Twelve Tarnished Rules for 
Raising Juvenile Delinquents.” . . We herewith re- 
produce a few of Chief Robinson’s “rules”: : 

“Begin with infancy to give the child everything he 
wants. In this way he will grow up believing the world 
owes him a living. 

“Pick up everything after him — his shoes, his books, 
his clothes. This will give him experience in throwing — 
his burdens on others. 

“Take his part against policemen, teachers, and 
neighbors. They are all ‘prejudiced’ against your child. — 

“When he gets into real trouble, always defend him 
yourself and say, ‘I never could do anything with him? 

“Never give him any spiritual training until he is 
21 and can decide for himself. By the same logic, never 
teach him the English language; maybe when he is old 
enough, he will want to speak Bantu.” 
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Luther Still Speaks to the Church 


A God-Inspired Bible Assures of Salvation 


If a different way to heaven existed, no doubt He 
would also have recorded it, but there is no other way. 
Therefore let us cling to these words, firmly place and 
rest our hearts upon them, close our eyes and say: Al- 
though I had the merit of all saints, the holiness and 
purity of all virgins, and the piety of St. Peter besides, 
T would still consider my attainment nothing. Rather 
I must have a different foundation to build on, namely, 
these words: God has given His Son so that whosoever 
believes in Him whom the Father has sent out of love 
shall be saved. And you must insist confidently that 
you will be preserved; and you must boldly take your 
stand on His words, which no devil, hell, or death can 
suppress. ... Therefore no matter what happens, you 
should say: There is God’s Word. This is my rock and 
anchor. On it I rely, and it remains. Where it remains, 
I too remain; where it goes, I too go. The Word must 
stand, for God cannot lie; and heaven and earth must 
go to ruins before the most insignificant letter or tittle 
of His Word remains unfulfilled. 


Scripture Is Unique 


Though people were to place all books of all facul- 
ties on earth before us, we still could not acquire from 
them a knowledge of the origin of Adam, sin, and death 
or of the effect of sin; for Holy Scripture alone teaches 
these things. This is why we should study it, for through 
it we become wiser than the entire rest of the world. 
Whoever does not consult Scripture will know nothing 
whatever. Now we know how we are to die, whence 
we are to go, how we may escape death and the devil, 
also who has redeemed us, and how we are to get 
these great treasures. These things we learn only from 
this book of Holy Scriptures. 


Look for Christ in Bible or Read in Vain 


Here Christ would indicate the principal reason why 
the Scripture was given by God. Men are to study and 
search in it and to learn that He, He, Mary’s Son, is the 
One who is able to give eternal life to all who come to 
Him and believe on Him. Therefore he who would cor- 
rectly and profitably read Scripture should see to it that 
he finds Christ in it; then he finds life eternal without 
fail. On the other hand, if I do not so study and under- 
stand Moses and the prophets as to find that Christ came 
from heaven for the sake of my salvation, became man, 
suffered, died, was buried, rose, and ascended to heaven 
_so that through Him I enjoy reconciliation with God, 
forgiveness of all my sins, grace, righteousness, and life 
eternal, then my reading in Scripture is of no help 
whatsoever to my salvation. I may, of course, become 
a learned man by reading and studying Scripture and 
may preach what I have acquired; yet all this would 
do me no good whatever. For if I do not know and do 
not find the Christ, neither do I find salvation and life 
eternal. In fact, I actually find bitter death; for our 
good God has decreed that no other name is given among 
men whereby they may be saved except the name of 
Jesus. (Acts 4:12) 


Be Undisturbed by the Unanswerable 


These are questions and remain questions which I do 
not intend to answer. Nor does much depend on them. 
But there are many folk who are so keen and acute! 
They raise all sorts of questions and want to-have an 
exact answer and reply to them. But if we have the 
correct understanding of Scripture and the correct articles 
of our faith, that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, suffered and 
died for us, then we are not lacking much, although we 
are not able to answer to everything that is asked on 
other points (apparent contradictions ). 


Reason Versus Revelation 


Let no one presume to deal with God on the basis 
of his own ideas. He should stick to the Word; he will 
not make a good beginning with his reason. Reason 
must confess against its will that this matter is above 
its reach. ... It is as if I wanted to touch heaven with 
my — ger or obscure and darken the sun with my hand. 
TE 5 \vould certainly be impossible and a foolish under- 
taking. Therefore let us not be equal to God or wiser 
than He in our speculations; but let us submit completely 
to Him. For this reason those who strive to know God 
by the use of their reason are very gross, great fools. 
To the Word we should cling; we should wrap ourselves 
in it as a child is wrapped in its diapers... . Labor and 
effort enough are required to hold our own when we 
simply stay with the Word. What will happen when 
a person flutters about in confusion with his reason and 
thoughts? If we had been able to hit upon saving truth 
with our reason, it would not have been necessary for 
God to speak from heaven, to let the Word ring out. 
... Apart from His divine Word, God has given no other 
means whereby Christ is to be heard. 


“Sola Scriptura” — Scripture Alone 


Religion is the best of all human activities; yet it is 
damned if it does not rely on the Word of God. For 
God will not be sought by our efforts; in fact, it is utterly 
impossible to find Him by our efforts. Therefore, putting 
aside speculations about His majesty and casting off our 
own works, we should apprehend the Word or rather be 
apprehended by the Word. And apart from the Word 
we should speak, think, and hear nothing about God. 
For God wants to lay the first stone; He is successfully 
sought and found when He knocks at our hearts through 
the Word. 


The Basic Christian Belief 


No repentance, no satisfaction for sin, is of any 
avail; there is no attaining grace, no salvation, except 
by simply believing in Christ, believing that He alone 
has rendered satisfaction for our sin, has gained grace 
and saved us... . Why did He die except to atone for 
sin for us and to acquire grace for us that we might de- 
spair of ourselves and our works, might think nothing 
of them but boldly rely on Christ alone and firmly be- 
lieve that He is the Man at whom God looks on our 
behalf and forgives us sin, becomes gracious, and saves 
us solely through His merit? 


The above selections are samples of the more than 5,000 passages on pertinent subjects concerning Christian doctrine 
and life, chosen by Ewald M. Plass from Luther’s works and contained in the anthology “What Luther Says.” 
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MISSIONS 


The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod is preaching and 
teaching the Gospel in 31 areas 
of the world. Other synods of 
the Synodical Conference con- 
tribute to the Nigerian mission. 


Each numeral on the map 
represents people — people who 
suffer and die, who need the 
Gospel of Christ. 


Not represented are the 5,000 
young men and women training 
in Synod’s colleges and sem- 
Inaries to become pastors and 
teachers. The cost of preparing 
them for their ministry parallels 
Synod’s support of existing mis- 
sions. 


“What are 2,672 workers 
among 1,653,550,000 people in 
the 31 areas listed?” we may 
ask. And then we remember 
how Jesus multiplied the loaves 
and fishes when Andrew asked 
a similar question. 


These people throughout the 
world — Christians and non- 
Christians — are speaking to 
your sons and daughters, speak- 
ing to your heart. Can you hear 
what they are saying? 


LUTHERAN CHURCH— 
MISSOURI SYNOD 
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Population Missionary Personnel 


Areas (in Millions) Baptized Members (American and National) Budget 
, oe ma 484 1 $ 22,000 
: li 1,045 6 45,000 
3. Argentina 3 1914 17,444 33 72,428 
a pa oe 102,833 104 310,828 
. ue 99 2 6,064 
. aes Oe 321 1 Part of Argentina Budget 
- Uruguay 5 189 1 1,905 
8. Canal Zone Yo 91 1 Supported by Lutheran 
tenn ae Armed Services 
. Cuba 5 489 3 49,683 
A = paaco ae 175 1 Part of Guatemala Budget 
. Guatemala 6} 788 86,138 
12. Mexico 3012 809 ; 48,854 
13. Venezuela 6 525 3 86,185 
14. China 602 Unknown — 
15. Formosa 10 1,204 45 70,000 
16. Hong Kong 295 4,303 108 109,000 
17. India 382 29,185 588 460,000 
a qeren 90 1,391 29 335,000 
. Korea DD. 0 4 40,000 
20. New Guinea Pe 598 66 167,500 
21. Ceylon 82 98 B Part of India Budget 
22. Nigeria 52) 28,657 587 197,400 
23. Philippines 22% 2,674 20 212,500 
24, Macao Ys 351 2 Part of Hong Kong Budget 
epee Jovestments All Foreign Countries 476,172 
uildings 
Assistance to 
Free Churches of: 
25. England 51% 760 9 58,200 
26. Denmark 4% 180 I 1,700 
27. Finland 4% Unknown 1 5,000 
28. France 44 Unknown 8 31,300 
29. Belgium 2 Unknown i 
30. Germany 53% 80,000 180 41,000 
31. U.S.A. and Canada tls 185,261 857 $4,500,000 
(Subsidized missions only) (District and Synodical Support) 


Caravan Team 21: Heather Kirk, Mis- 


sion, Kans.; Gerald Miner, Fresno, 
Calif.; Leta Kendall, Charlotte, N.C. 
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Welcome Caravaners 
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Caravaners demonstrate recreation techniques 
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Traveling by car, bus, train, and 
plane, 75 young people, ages 16 to 24, 
this past summer crisscrossed the United 
States and Canada, spreading the news 
about youth work. These were the 25 
Youth Caravan teams who set out in 
June and called it a day in mid-August. 


Unprecedented demands for these 
youthful workers and the enthusiastic 
response to their mission caused the 
Walther League and the Board for 
Young People’s Work to expand the 
caravan program from 17 to 25 teams. 

Clocking off some 26,000 miles, the 
caravaners visited 273 congregations. 
Pastors and members alike were im- 
pressed with the tireless zeal of the 
visitors and their willingness to spend 
long, wearying hours to help the church 
grow through its youth. 


“Remarkable Young People” 


After observing one team in action, 
a layman asked, “Where do you get 
these remarkable young people?” Ac- 
tually they are a cross section of the 
church’s young people who have ex- 
pressed a desire to advance Christ’s 
kingdom and who have been thoroughly 
trained in the Walther League program. 

To be chosen a Youth Caravaner 
requires previous attendance at a Lu- 
theran Service Volunteer school and the 
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recommendation of the pastor and of 
other adult youth leaders. The 75 car- 
avaners were selected from a list of 331 
applicants. 


A 10-week correspondence course, 
which starts in March, gives caravaners 
a background in youth work. There is 
also a week’s training program at Val- 
paraiso University. Working five 16- 
hour days under the direction of Wal- 
ther League staff members and other 
youth work specialists, the caravaners 
receive a thorough schooling in many — 
phases of youth work. Then they are 
solemnly commissioned and sent out 
on their assignments. 


None of the caravaners are paid. In 
fact, they contribute $40 toward travel 
expenses. Additional travel costs are 
borne by Synod, which appropriates 
$18,000 through the Board for Young 
People’s Work to support this program. 


Caravan Visit 


Upon arrival at a congregation the 
caravaners, the pastor, and the coun- 
selors map out a four-day program. The 
team meets with the congregation’s en- 
tire youth group the first evening. 

On succeeding days the caravaners 
call on leaguers and nonleaguers. There 
are meetings with the society officers 
and further sessions with society mem- 
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Caravan Team 14: Valerie Friedell, Meriden, 


Conn.; Marvin Koenig, St. Louis, 
Dorothy Gettel, Power, Mont. 


bers. Caravaners demonstrate methods 
of evangelism, offer ideas for Bible 
study and topic study, and suggest ap- 
proaches to worship techniques and 
recreational programs. 

A high spot of every caravan visit is 
the family night, at which fathers and 
mothers as well as their sons and 
daughters become better acquainted 
with their church’s youth program. One 
last session of evaluation and an in- 
spirational service conclude the team’s 
visit. 

Testimony 

During their stay in a parish the 
caravaners are often invited to meet- 
ings of civic organizations and clubs. 
Here the young people explain how the 
church helps youth. Their quiet testi- 
mony and their dedication to their 
summer mission have impressed many 
groups. 

In some areas of Canada and the 
United States, youth caravan teams ap- 
peared before synodical District con- 
ventions, on television and radio. 

In Pocatello, Idaho, the caravaners 
and the local juvenile court judge tape- 
recorded for broadcasting a 30-minute 
discussion on the place of Christian 
youth in the community. 

Each caravan team visits approxi- 
mately 11 congregations. In the last 
three years 159 caravaners have been 
the guests of 676 congregations. Synod 
has every reason to be proud of these 
young people. 
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One of the two 1958 Youth Caravan training groups at Val- 
paraiso University 


Youth Caravan team meets with society officers 
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~ Prophets 


The Dwarf and the Giant 


Amos 7:10: “Then Amaziah, the 


priest of Bethel, sent to Jeroboam, king | 


of Israel, saying, Amos has conspired 
against you.” 


In his day Amos was a reformer as 
forthright and courageous as Martin 
Luther. When the prophet came to 
Bethel, he found conditions there quite 
similar to those in the church at Rome 
in Luther’s day. 

He attacked these abuses vigorously 
and fearlessly. He announced that God 
would destroy the sanctuary at Bethel 
and slay King Jeroboam. 

This tactic aroused the vehement op- 
position of the official church leader- 
ship. It led to the encounter between 
the dwarf and the giant. Amos was 
charged by Amaziah the priest with 
high treason because the prophet had 
threatened the life of the king. 

Amos was ridiculed too. He was 
called a second-rate churchman. He was 
chided for his audacity in coming to 
preach at Bethel. There was no room 
for Amos in the established church at 
Bethel. This was Amaziah’s domain! 

But the dwarf would not be silenced. 
He asserted that he was not one of those 
greedy religious leaders who were in 
the profession for what they could get 
out of it. He had been a simple herds- 
man and an orchard hand when the 
Lord seized him and made him His 
mouthpiece. Amos was speaking for 
God; he could not keep still. 

History repeated 
dwarf of Wittenberg would not be si- 
lenced by the giant of Rome. Luther, 
too, was charged with treason and 
heresy. He was forbidden to preach 
the prophetic truth which he had 
learned from God’s Word. He was 
warned to retreat from the position 
which he had taken or to face the 
penalty of death. 

But Luther countered with the poise 
of an Amos. He had been a humble 
monk trying to meet the rigid demands 
of his holy order when God laid hold 
on him. God had moved him to de- 
clare that righteousness could be ob- 
tained only through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Therefore he could not keep silence 
or reverse his previous stand. He did 
not change his position. 
grace the dwarf prevailed. 


ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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itself when the | 


By God’s | 


The Pericopic System of the Church 


jected the church year and its peri- 
copic system and branded both as be- 


Reading from the Holy Scriptures 
is an essential part of Lutheran public 
worship. Since the Bible is a volumi- 
nous book, the church has wisely seen 
fit to appoint certain readings for the 
Sundays and the feast and festival days 
of the church year. These appointed 
Scripture lessons constitute what is 
called a pericopic system. The word 
pericopic and its noun, pericope, are 
derived from a Greek verb meaning 
“to hew all around,” or “to make a 
section or division.” Such appointed 
sections of the Bible were used in Old 
Testament worship; the Law and the 
Prophets, which corresponded to our 
Epistle and Gospel of the Service, were 
divided into 54 lessons each. 


In Use in the Early Church 


There are indications that the Chris- 
tian Church appointed readings for 
her worship as early as the first cen- 
tury of her existence. The church then 
used three such pericopic (not peri- 
copal!) lessons in each service: an Old 
Testament reading, one from the Epis- 
tles of the New Testament, and a third 
one from the Gospels and the Book of 
Acts. 

While we ordinarily have only the 
reading of the Epistle and the Gospel 
(to say Epistle Lesson or Gospel Les- 
son is incorrect), a strong movement 
is afoot today to reintroduce readings 
from the Old Testament Scriptures into 
Lutheran worship, since experience has 
shown that neglect of the Old Testament 
Scriptures has caused us to forget and 
ignore important and meaningful por- 
tions of the Bible. 


Old Testament Readings 


When Old Testament readings are 
introduced, Lutherans use this order 
in the Office of the Word: The Salu- 
tation and its Response, the Collect 
and its Amen, the Lesson from the Old 
Testament, the chanting of a Psalm or 
a hymn version of a Psalm, the Epistle, 
the Gradual, the Gospel and its pre- 
ceding and following versicle, the 
Creed, the Hymn, the Sermon. 


Luther Kept the Pericopic System 
In the 16th century the Anabaptists 
and iconoclasts (image breakers) re- 
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ing “popish.” Huldreich Zwingli, the 
Swiss reformer, took similar steps, 
though they were not so drastic. 


John Calvin selected lessons which 
stressed the leading thought of the ser- 
mon and thus, in a sense, put the 
preacher’s interpretation of the Bible 
above the Bible itself. 

Martin Luther and the Anglican re- 
formers of England remained more so- 
ber and discreet; they retained the old 
pericopic system, though they did in- 
troduce some changes. Luther thus 
introduced more lessons from _ the 
Epistles of St.Paul, largely because 
St. Paul stresses the doctrine of justi- 
fication through faith in the atoning 
blood of Jesus Christ, the most impor- 
tant of all Christian doctrines and a 
doctrine which the Medieval Church 
had brushed aside with its stress on 
work-righteousness. 


Situation Today 


Today we have more than twenty 
pericopic series of lessons at our dis- 
posal. One of these was prepared by 
the Synodical Conference. Practically 
all these systems are related to what 
is commonly called the Old Standard 
System. In the Epistles of all these 
series we find the chief doctrines of 
the Holy Scriptures presented in an 
orderly and well-balanced manner. 
In the Gospels for the church year we 
have the chief events from the atoning 
life of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

While pastors base sermons on the 
other series, our traditions of worship 
urge strongly that the Epistles and~ 
Gospels appointed in the Old Standard 
System be regularly read, so that our 
people become thoroughly familiar with 
one system which has stood the test of | 
time. j 

A study of pages 158—167 of The 
Lutheran Hymnal will reveal with what 
care the church has selected her many 
lessons. Conscientious use of these 
lessons will contribute substantially to 
the unity of the church and help to 
keep out the divisive spirit of sectarian- 
ism. 

WALTER E, Buszin 
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= action.” 


What’ the 
ANSWER ? 


@ Conscience — “God’s voice in man’’? 


@ The fig tree — why condemned? 


® Members — by “profession of faith’? 


2? Question: What is con- 
a science? If it is “God’s voice 

in man,” why is there such 
a difference of opinion concerning 
_ what is right and wrong? 


Answer: Though it is impossible to 
give an adequate definition of con- 
science, a few important factors may 
be pointed out. Conscience, it has been 
said, is “one’s own consciousness which 
witnesses to the moral quality of human 
Conscience tells a man 
whether the things he intends to do or 
has already done are right or wrong, 
and it does this on the basis of the na- 
tural Law, which was written in man’s 
heart at creation and is present in every 
_ human being. Since God is the Author 
_ of both this witnessing function and of 
the natural Law, to which conscience 
“witnesses (Rom. 2:14, 15), it can, in 
a measure, be described as God’s voice 
in man. 

In certain situations people do not 
respond in the same manner. Some 
_ persons regard certain actions as sinful 
while others engage in the same actions 
without compunctions of conscience. 
Paul refers to such differences in Rom- 
ans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8 and 10. 

One reason for this difference is that 
the natural Law, once written in the hu- 
man heart, has been blurred and dam- 
aged by sin and is imperfect. Again, 
some people have received considerable 
instruction in the Law of God and have 
a better understanding of right and 

wrong. There are also people who ig- 
nore and defy the voice of conscience 
and fulfill their desires despite the warn- 
ings of that God-given voice in their 
bosom. The difference lies not in con- 
science itself, but in the degree of 
knowledge or ignorance and their atti- 
tude toward the voice of conscience 
within them. 

Martin Luther correctly said: “It is 

neither safe nor advisable to do any- 
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thing against conscience.” An outraged 
conscience can be a horrible taskmaster, 
also in the case of wrongdoing against 
which conscience at the time did not 
raise a protest. Terrors of conscience, 
which are among the most painful ex- 
periences of life, can be overcome only 
by implicit faith in God’s all-embracing 
redemptive love in Christ Jesus. 

In view of all this we ought to be 
most serious in proving and searching 
out the good and acceptable and per- 
fect will of God (Rom. 12:2); con- 
stantly exercising our senses to discern 
both good and evil (Heb. 5:14); in faith 
and love to God doing that which is 
good and scrupulously avoiding that 
which is evil; and exercising ourselves 
always to have a conscience void of 
offense toward God and toward man. 
(Acts 24:16; Rom. 14:23) 

Conscience is our constant com- 
panion and loyal friend. Guard it care- 


fully. 
2? Question: Why did Jesus 
é condemn the fig tree? (Matt. 
21:19) 


Answer: Doubtless He condemned it 
as an object lesson to His disciples, who 
witnessed this action. This fig tree with 
its abundance of foliage and lack of 
fruit was symbolic of the people of 
Israel. These people made a fine out- 
ward impression, but their lives were 
not fruitful in God’s sight. They had 
a form of godliness but denied its 
power, and would consequently be de- 
stroyed. The tree’s wilted condition, 
witnessed by the disciples the follow- 
ing morning, foreshadowed the doom of 
Israel 40 years later, as well as the fate 
of all others who do not bring forth the 
fruits of repentance. To us the with- 
ered fig tree is a solemn warning that 
faith without works is dead (James 
2:20) and is not acceptable to God. 
(Gal. 5:6) 
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Question: What is meant by 
receiving new church mem- 
bers by “profession of faith’? 


is 


Answer: Ordinarily every child or 
adult who wishes to be received into 
communicant membership in one of 
our churches is required to take a 
course of instruction in Bible doctrine. 
Upon the completion of the course and 
acceptance of the doctrine he is re- 
ceived by confirmation. This is the 
regular procedure, to which few ex- 
ceptions should be made. Occasionally, 
however, people coming to~us from 
other conservative church groups main- 
tain that they know and accept our 
teachings and principles and therefore 
do not need to take the prescribed 
course. The same would also be true 
of confirmed members who have drifted 
away and remained aloof from the 
church for many years, but have in 
some manner been brought to see their 
sin and now wish to amend their ways. 

In such and similar cases the instruc- 
tion course need not be taken, but the 
church, through its pastors and elders, 
provides for an examination in which 
the individual gives evidence of his 
faith. Thereupon he makes a_ public 
declaration of his faith, either in a wor- 
ship service or before qualified wit- 
nesses. He is then said to be received 
“by profession of faith.” 

The details and extent of such pro- 
cedure will depend upon the nature 
of each case. Taking the full course is 
doubtless the best policy and should 
be advocated wherever possible, ex- 
cept with those who have already been 
confirmed. A refresher course in the 
Word of Life is always a blessing and 
will not be regretted. It helps to 
strengthen the foundation of faith 
against every form of temptation and 
trial, and gives poise and conviction to 
one’s Christian testimony. 

O. E. SOHN 
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MRS. VICTOR ZIMMERMANN, 
president of St. Paul’s LWML, Alta 
Vista, Kans., winner of a CBS Tele- 
visit contest, attended an LWML rally 
in St. Luke’s Church, New York. Rev. 
Theodore Wittrock (right) arranged the 
visit. 


When University Lutheran Church, 
Toronto, Canada, is dedicated later this 
year, another LWML mite-box project 
will have reached completion. At the 
1956 convention in Denver, delegates 
voted $70,000 toward the erection of 
a chapel and student center on the cam- 
pus of the University of Toronto. The 
Ontario District LWML also made a 
grant toward the building. After sev- 
eral delays, construction was begun 
early this year. The cornerstone was 
laid July 27. 

Mrs. A. F. Pollex, second vice-presi- 
dent of the international LWML, and 
Mrs. H. Mehling, president of the On- 
tario District LWML, were among those 
present at the cornerstone laying. 

Rey. Fred A. Gumz, campus pastor 
at the university, performed the rite. 
He was assisted by Rev. H. H. Erdman, 
Executive Secretary of the Ontario Dis- 
trict, and Revs. A. F. Pollex, Arnold 
Lusis, Theodore Pelikan, and Roy 
Knoll. 

University Lutheran Church will 
serve the students at the University of 
Toronto and other institutions of learn- 
ing nearby as well as the people living 
in that area. The church will have a 
seating capacity of 150, with church 
office and meeting room adjoining. An 
auditorium, student lounge, and kitchen 
will be included in the full basement. 
Completion of the building is expected 
by December of this year. 
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Cornerstone Laying of University Lutheran Church, Toronto 
L.—r.: Rev. Roy Knoll; Mrs. H. Mehling; Mrs. A. F. Pollex; Revs. A. F. Pollex, 
Theodore Pelikan, F. A. Gumz, Arnold Lusis, and H. H. Erdman. 


Leaguers planning to attend the 
eighth biennial international LWML 


convention in the Royal York Hotel, 
Toronto, July 22 and 23, 1959, will 
have an opportunity to see the new 
chapel. 


With an increasing emphasis on the 
spiritual aspects of club programing, the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League reports a 
new interest in LLL club activity among 
both pastors and laymen. 

“Whatever we do in the way of club 
programing,’ comments Edgar. Fritz, 
director of club services for the LLL, 
“should help build the spiritual life of 
each member and provide an avenue 
for the group to do meaningful service 


to the Lord through the local congrega- 
tion.” 

Monthly club program ideas as well 
as Christ-centered topic discussions are 
contained in the Leaders Guide, which 
is mailed quarterly to the 2,200 LLL 
clubs throughout the United States and 
Canada. Recently a variety of methods 
in topic presentation has added new life 
to club meetings, reports indicate. 

Many clubs emphasize one or more 
items of the league’s “Big Six” program, 
which includes special materials in per- 
sonal evangelism, personal Bible study, 
building Bible classes, recruiting full- 
time workers for Christ, family altar 
crusade, and senior citizens. A club 
calendar with detailed suggestions for 
a full 12-month program is also pro- 
vided for each affiliated LLL club. 

An example of the rapid increase in 
the number of clubs was highlighted at 
the Central Illinois District convention 
in Decatur, September 28, when 16 
groups received charters. 


At the Central Illinois District convention 16 LLL clubs received charters 


L.—r.: Representatives of Immanuel LLL club, Athens; Trinity, Casey; St. John’s, Louisville; Saint 


Paul’s, Sigel; Trinity, Taylorville; Peace, Thomasboro; St. 
Grace, Paris; Ascension, Peoria; St. John’s, Decatur; Holy Trinity, Streator; 
Charleston. 


Zion, Danvers; Christ, Normal; and Immanuel, 
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Peter’s, Thawville; Our Redeemer, Eureka; 
Bethlehem, Altamont; 
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true contrition and repentance — we 
have every reason to repent — we must 
so live that His coming will not take 
us unawares. Jesus said: “Watch ye 
therefore, and pray always, that ye may 
be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man.” (Luke 
21:36) 
A Call to Duty 


The serious situation confronting us 
should remind us that we must be 
about our “Father’s business” with 
more diligence and consecration than 
ever before. We must ask ourselves, 
Why are we living today? Why did God 
bring us into the Lutheran Church? 
Why did He entrust to us the Word and 
the Sacraments in all their fullness and 
all their purity? Why is He granting us 
a lull in world warfare? God surely 
has a very definite purpose in mind. 
He says: “That ye should show forth 
the praises of Him who hath called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous 
Meptes (Peter 2:9). The® fact that 
Judgment Day is fast approaching 
should move us to follow the principle 
which Christ laid down: “I must work 
the works of Him that sent Me, while 
it is day; the night cometh, when no 
man can work.” (John 9:4) 

Every one of us should be busy. 
For this reason our Stewardship De- 
partment is urging the Every-Member 
Visit. Special flip charts have been 
made available to enable the members 
visiting the homes of our people to tell 
the story in a most interesting manner. 
Be sure to use these charts. Thus our 
members will be well informed and in- 
terested. They will want to make full 
use of the time which God has allotted 
them. They wili be grateful that God 
has granted them the privilege of serv- 
ing in the extension of Christ’s kingdom. 


Peace 


How good if the nations of earth 
have peace, 

Men’s sinful dissensions and 
struggles cease, 

And sinners through Christ be calm 
of soul — 

_How good and how pleasant! Such 

peace is our goal. 


This glorious goal we shall strive 
to reach 

By preaching the Gospel the 
Scriptures teach. 

True peace comes alone by the 
Savior’s Word. 

How good and how pleasant! Oh, let 
it be heard! 

C. THOMAS SPITZ, SR. 

Belleville, Il. 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice —synddical 


policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. 


Opinions expressed in 


Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 


reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Regimentation 


“Regulation” Not Regimentation 


It’s too bad the word “regimentation” 
(August 26, 1958, WITNESS) was used 
regarding the practice of ushering out 
when “regulation” was meant. Regula- 
tion reminds us that our churches are 
democratic institutions. They can vote 
against, as well as vote for, ushering 
out. 

There are sound reasons behind ush- 
ering out, just as there are behind usher- 
ing in members of the congregation. 
Ushering out eliminates the sad prac- 
tice of everyone’s standing up at the 
same time and pressing toward the 
doors. An orderly exit is'a display of 
good manners that should be expected 
from Christians who have just been en- 
gaged in praising God. 

Ushering out takes a few seconds 
longer, but the lofty thoughts inspired 
by divine service will not be marred by 
a scramble for the door. And there’s 
a humane side — mothers with children 
in arms, enfeebled oldsters, or people 
using canes may remain seated until 
their turn to arise and depart. 


CHESTER BOWMAN 
New Lenox, Ill. 


“Gab Fest” in Nave Irreverent 


A “gab fest” in the church is cer- 
tainly irreverent. Recently I visited a 
church which does not have an orderly 
dismissal of the congregation. There 
was yelling and shouting in the narthex. 
I was frightfully annoyed and upset. 
People coming in for the next service 
had to wedge their way into the house 
of God. I could never be attracted by 
such a noisy, violent uproar. 


Flemington, N. J. IDA FINKE 


Mission Outreach 


Tempo for Our Giving 


A question was raised by Richard 
Koenig (October 7, 1958, WITNEssS) 
concerning the method of overcoming 
the serious synodical treasury deficit. 
It is not Synod’s business to produce 
“bold and imaginative programs” of 
promotion, but to bring to the people 
God’s suggestions and exhortations in 
His Word for maintaining. His work. 

Synod does not set the tempo for our 
giving. God does that: God places suf- 
ficient money into the hands of His peo- 
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ple to maintain an adequate living and 
to carry on the work of His church. 

God gives each of us an amount of 
money (some more, some less) which 
He expects us to use in seeking first 
His Kingdom and then for maintaining 
our physical well-being. If God’s peo- 
ple will give a generous percentage, His 
treasury will be full to carry on three 
times as much mission work as we are 
doing today. 

The suggestion to eliminate synod- 
ical support of “This Is the Life” can- 
not merit serious consideration. In the 
recent synodical Fiscal Conference as 
much concern was shown for adequate 
support of our “Church of the Silver 
Screen” as for any other mission en- 
deavor. “This Is the Life” is a big pul- 
pit which reaches one large “home mis- 
sion congregation” of ten million peo- 
ple each week. 

Further, how could we invite others 
into this pulpit to help prepare the mes- 
sage which is ours? The same reasons 
that dictate denial of pulpit fellowship 
with other church bodies apply to the 
use of our TV pulpit. 

WALDO J. WERNING 

Lincoln, Nebr. 


TV Program Penetrates 


It would be a tragic day for the Los 
Angeles area and the world at large if 
Synod were to withdraw support from 
our television productions. 

I have learned the penetrating power 
of “This Is the Life.” Within a three- 
mile radius of our church are 19 Jewish 
synagogs, two Baha’i and one Moham- 
medan congregation. Four and a half 
miles west are two Buddhist temples. 
In the nearest grammar school 94 per 
cent of the children are of Jewish de- 
scent. In this community I am forbid- 
den by law to canvass. I have almost 
no access to the homes of many who 
attend these places of worship. But 
“This Is the Life” does! According to 
our last breakdown, approximately 70% 
of the mail I received from the St. Louis 
office for Beverly Hills was from inter- 
ested Jewish viewers. 


The pattern of soliciting advisory and 
financial help from other church bodies 
in “external” matters indicates we 
would soon guarantee an early demise 
for our TV program, which is so unique 
in the history of our Synod. 

THEO. C, SCHOESSOW 

Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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~ Let’s Investigate I : 


wR Say 


How Many Sacraments Are There? 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“The sacraments are seven — bap- 
tism, confirmation, holy communion, 
penance or confession, matrimony, holy 
orders, and the final anointing.” 


“Christ Gave Us the Seven Sacraments,” p. 10 
in This Is The Catholic Church, No. 50, K. of C. 
Religious Information Bureau, St. Louis. 

“Before examining the passages in 
which the Bible mentions these things, 
it is well to point out that the answers 
to previous questions should make it 


Granted! The Bible does not use 
the word “sacrament.” By defining 
the term in a certain way, it may be 
possible to count seven sacraments, 
more than seven, or less than seven. 

We agree with the Romanists that 
a sacrament is a sacred act. We 
agree, too, that it is a sacred act in- 
stituted by Christ. It is a means of 
grace in which by certain external 
means, connected with His Word, 
God offers, conveys, and seals to 
men the grace which Christ has 
merited. 

The Roman Catholics say that in a 
sacrament the outward means “sym- 
bolize the application of Christ’s re- 
demptive grace to men’s souls and 
actually confer this grace.” The 
different meanings attached to the 
word “grace” do not make the Ro- 
man Catholic and the Lutheran 
definitions of “sacrament” the same. 

As Lutherans define the term 
“sacrament,” there are only two: 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Con- 
firmation has not been ordained by 
God; it is a rite or ceremony of the 
church. Marriage has been ordained 
by God, but it is not a means of 
grace. The Roman Catholic sacra- 
ment of penance is not the same as 
the Biblical repentance. Extreme 
unction is not instituted in the Scrip- 
tures in the manner in which it is 
used in that church. And although 
God has instituted the office of the 
ministry and gives to His church the 
gifts for which Jesus ascended on 
high (Ephesians 4:11), we find no 
warrant in Scripture for calling ordi- 
nation a sacrament. 
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Comment 


clear that even though there were no in- 
dication of seven Sacraments in the 
Bible, this would be no reason to con- 
clude that there are less than seven or 
none atall.... 


“The Bible does not use our language 
and say ‘Christ instituted this Sacra- 
ment or that Sacrament,’ and it doesn’t 
have to.” 


“Seven Sacraments — No More . . . No Less,” 
pp. 20, 21 in Let Us Judge Catholics by the Bible, 
No. 28, K. of C. Religious Information Bureau, 
St. Louis. 


Protestant churches generally have 
taught that there are two sacraments. 
The Lutheran Church teaches that 
these two, Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, are means of grace. 

Christ instituted the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism. He commanded His 
church to administer it in the name 
of the Triune God, using water. It 
is the “washing of water by the 
Word” (Ephesians 5:26). He has 
promised: “He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved.” The saving 
efficacy of Baptism is not to be 
limited to original sin or sins com- 
mitted before Baptism, as the Roman 
Church does. 

Christ also instituted the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar. In it or “in, with, 
and under the bread and the wine” 
Christ gives us His body and His 
blood. In this sacrament He gives, 
offers, and conveys to us the forgive- 
ness of sins. To mutilate this sacra- 
ment by withholding the cup from 
the laity is against Christ’s words, 
“Drink ye all of it,” and against the 
Apostolic practice (1 Corinthians 
11). To promise the blessings of the 
sacrament even though faith may be 
absent does not square with “for 
you,” which, as Luther explains, re- 
quires all hearts to believe. 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are 
the sacred acts which may best be 
defined as sacraments. More impor- 
tant is it that they be used as the 
means of grace for which the Lord 
intended them to be. Believing hearts 
find comfort in their Baptism and 
blessing in the Holy Supper. 


CaRL S. MEYER 
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IN MEMORIAM. 


Walter A. Baepler 
1893—1958 


If the church at large could have re- 
ceived the impact of the blow that we 
of Concordia Seminary, Springfield, IIl., 
felt the night of October 9, 1958, when 
the news came over the telephone that 
Dr. Walter A. Baepler had passed away 
“just a little while ago,” there would 
be a stunned Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod today. Actually, it will 
take us a while to realize what has hap- 
pened to us. 


Naturally the family of the departed 
was thrown into the depths of sorrow. 
We are more than 
thankful that they 
were able to bear 
up well, and we 
trust that our gra- 
cious Savior during 
the coming days 
will sustain them 
through the com- 
fort of His won- 
derful Gospel. 

They knew the 
serious side of this interesting man, who 
appeared to most people as one who 
hadn’t a care in the world. Not in- 
frequently, the family says, he stared in- 
to space, altogether oblivious of any- 
thing that was going on about him, 
while his mind and soul were working 
and wrestling with the multifarious 
problems that engaged him with seem- 
ingly unrelenting tenacity. 


W. A. Baepler 


To the outside, also to us on the 
campus, he was all smiles, geniality per- 
sonified. Only those admitted to the 
inner sanctum of intimacy with him 
realized that his soul, too, could be ex- 
ceedingly sorrowful, and that he could 
also shed tears when the anxiety con- 
cerning the welfare of the church or of 
the seminary overwhelmed him. 


Walter A. Baepler was a man of | 
God. Not only did God create him 
and fashion and endow and equip him 
for a life of tremendous usefulness in 
sundry areas and capacities, but He. 
also made him a childlike believer in 
the Word, the Gospel of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. He believed every — 
word of the Scriptures to be the in- 
errant Word of God, and he never — 
swerved from his ordination vow to 
treat Holy Scripture as the sole norm | 
of faith and life. 


He took his stand firmly and un- 
equivocally upon the Book of Concord, 
and his soul became greatly agitated 
When he observed any trend toward 
undermining the authority which this 
precious heritage has enjoyed in the 
Lutheran Church these several cen- 
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turies, especially also in our Missouri 
Synod during her long history. He 


strengthened and heartened his col- 


leagues by spending himself in thor- 
oughgoing interviews before passing 
upon the choices to be made in staffing 
the faculty of this institution. And all 
of this out of a firm, deep, sincere per- 
sonal conviction, because he believed 
the Word of God with all his heart. 


He acknowledged his transgressions 
in genuine humility, and he turned to 
the cross of Christ, his Savior, for par- 
don and peace. He was persuaded that 


- the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 


cleanses us from all sin. In that faith 
he lived. That faith he preached 
and taught. With that faith he counseled 
and administered. And in that faith he 


~ finally went to be with His Lord. 


The professors, the students, and oth- 


ers who have been associated with 


Dr. Baepler at Concordia Theological 
Seminary wiil have to give him the un- 
stinted praise, to the glory of God, that 
his life among them was a benediction, 
and that they cannot do better than to 
follow the admonition of the writer to 


' the Hebrews: “Remember them which 


have the rule over you, who have 
spoken unto you the Word of God; 
whose faith follow, considering the end 


- of their conversation. Jesus Christ the 


same yesterday and today and forever.” 


What is true of Walter A. Baepler 
as a churchman holds with equal pro- 
priety in an estimate of him as a citizen 
and leader in the community. He was 
not the kind who played to the gal- 


_leries. In spite of the genial disposition 


he displayed wherever he went, he was 
not the hail-fellow-well-met kind of 
person who jeopardizes the dignity of 
the office conferred upon him by his 
ordination. He was not like those who 
think that a;churchman must belong to 
everything that represents community 
activity to make a mark upon the civic 
consciousness. 


The community itself is here to tes- 


tify that the unassuming role which 
Walter A. Baepler played in the city 


of Springfield had won for him un- 
solicited tributes, spoken and written, 
in praise of the man whom the city 
recognized as a tremendous asset, the 


loss of which is felt through the length 


and breadth of her confines. 

May God give us men like Walter 
A. Baepler in great numbers; then shall 
we be greatly blessed! 

And they that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars for ever and ever. 


CLARENCE W. SPIEGEL 
Springfield, III. 


NOVEMBER 4, 1958 


Woman in the Church 


Statements by the Committee 
On Woman Suffrage 


Considerable interest has been demon- 
strated concerning a book, Woman in the 
Church, written by Rey. Russell C. Prohl, 
New Orleans, La., and published by Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. The author is an institu- 
tional missionary of the Southern District 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. 


By assuming certain premises to be true, 
though not proved by Scripture, the author 
contends that women should not only be 
granted the right to be voting members of 
Christian congregations and to hold office 
in the church, but should also be permitted 
to teach the Word publicly in the church 
and to receive ordination as pastors. The 
unproved assumptions are the same for 
which other protagonists for woman suf- 
frage in the church have contended through 
the years, namely, that the statements in 
1 Corinthians 11 and 14 and 1 Timothy 2 
apply only to married women; that there 
were two types of church meetings at 
Paul’s time, one at which women could not 
speak at all and another at which they 
could speak if they were veiled; and that 
these restrictions for women were based on 
customs of Paul’s day and were not abid- 
ing prohibitions of God. 

The author wishes it to be known that 
he is presenting his findings as problems to 
be discussed rather than as final conclu- 
sions reached. These personal findings, 
however, may confuse and mislead the 
reader who is not able to check carefully 
the quotations and Scripture interpreta- 
tions. The Committee on Woman Suffrage, 
which has discussed the matter thoroughly 
with the author, therefore recommends 
that every reader also study the book The 
Office of Woman in the Church, written by 
Dr. Fritz Zerbst and translated by Dr. Al- 
bert G. Merkens, and also pages 553—571 
in the Proceedings of the 1956 synodical 
convention of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod. 

The Committee on Woman Suffrage has 
compiled the following statements, taken 
largely from the 1956 Proceedings, to pre- 
sent briefly the position of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod on the place of 
woman in the church: 


Theses 


1. Scripture knows of only one type of 
church members, members of the body of 
Christ, male or female, Gal. 3:28; Eph. 
123 -eAr =u beter 2:9: etc: 


2. In the Church Visible these members 
are bound together in the confession of 
their common faith, Ps. 116:10-14; 2 Cor. 
4:13; Rom. 10:10. 


3. In the performance of the church’s 
work, Matt. 28:19, 20, administration be- 
comes inevitable and organization natur- 
ally develops, even becomes mandatory, 
where property holdings require incorpo- 
ration. 

4. The precise method of administration 
of congregational affairs in the early 
church is not ascertainable. We do not 
know whether rules and regulations were 
discussed and adopted in connection with 
the public services, with women present 
though not allowed to speak; or whether 
in Christian freedom the congregations 
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placed all these matters into the hands of 
their elders, bishops, pastors. 


5. Every congregation has the right to 
regulate its own affairs and establish its 
own polity, provided only that God’s Word 
be not disregarded. “All things are yours, 
whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the 
world or life or death or the present or the 
future, all-are yours, and you are Christ’s, 
and Christ is God’s,” 1 Cor. 3:21-23, RSV. 


6. The fathers of our Synod found in 
America the greatly prized liberty of deter- 
mining their own polity as a free church 
in a free country. They established the 
system of voters’ meetings now in vogue 
among us in order to regulate and admin- 
ister the congregation’s affairs. 


7. With minor variations of procedure, 
the subjects of deliberation and action in 
such voters’ meetings are still what they 
were in our fathers’ days, as listed by 
Dr. C. F. W. Walther: “matters of doc- 
trine, Acts 15; election or appointment of 
church officers, Acts 1:15-26; 6:1-6; 2 Cor. 
8:19; church discipline, Matt. 18:17-20; 
i Cop side 532, Cory 26-1155 lie iams)2 02 
public offenses, Acts 21:20-22; quarrels 
among members, 1 Cor. 6:1-8; matters of 
good order and ceremonial, 1 Cor. 14:26- 
40; 16:1, 2; and the like.” 


8. Scripture teaches that for the admin- 
istration of these matters two principles 
must not be violated: (a) women must 
not engage in preaching or in publicly 
teaching men in the church; (b) whatever 
participation of women in congregational 
affairs is granted, the principle must be 
upheld that women do not usurp authority 
over men, 1 Cor. 11:2-16; .14:34-36; 
1, ims 22s 


9. Recognizing this situation, attention 
is called to the necessity of a constant 
process of education directed to both men 
and women: (a) men should not relinquish 
to women their rights and obligations in 
the work of the church because of their 
own lack of stewardship consciousness; 
(b) women should not pre-empt areas of 
activities in which the principles stated 
above are violated, but should be directed 
into and led to find opportunity for serv- 
ice in the church where their potential of 
talent is fully utilized in harmony with 
Scriptural principles. 


10. Meanwhile all congregations who 
administer their affairs through the male 
voters’ meeting are urged to continue this 
policy, but are also urged to inform the 
entire membership of the transactions of 
the voters’ meetings, and to impress upon 
the men the importance of utilizing this 
blessed privilege of suffrage to the utmost 
to the glory of God and the welfare of 
the church. 


11. Any congregation — in the member- 
ship of Synod now or applying for mem- 
bership — which grants woman suffrage is 
urged to reconsider this practice in the 
light of Scripture and the glorious position 
of woman in marriage and in the home, 
and also in the light of the consequences 
of such practice in the history of the 
church, and to consider the danger of 
offense to others and to conform to the 
historic position of Synod in this matter. 


WALTER W. STUENKEL, Chairman 
WALTER H. WENTE, Secretary 
BERNHARD G. MUELLER 
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Deaths 


WactTer G. Bret, April 10, 1888, Im- 
perial, Nebr., to Sept. 26, 1958, Topeka, 
Kans.; son of Gustav and Dorothea Han- 
sen Biel; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1913; parishes: Vancouver, Wash.; Ever- 
ett, Wash.; Herington, Kans., 1923—39; 
Linn, Kans., 1939—57, when he retired. 
Survivors: Lydia Schmid Biel; sons Rev. 
Kurt, Rev. Robert, and Warren; daughter 
Loretta Bauer. Funeral: Sept. 29, Topeka; 
interment, Memorial Park, Topeka. 


RosBerT E. Kruse, April 17, 1897, Ar- 
lington, Nebr., to Sept. 15, 1958, Chip- 
pewa Falls, Wis.; son of Henry and Maria 
Hokamp Kruse; graduated St. Louis semi- 
nary, 1921; parishes: Clarendon, Tex.; 
Pender, Nebr., 1922—43; Wakefield, 
Nebr.; institutional chaplain for Chippewa 
and Eau Claire counties. Survivors: 
Laura Backmann Kruse; sons Eugene, 
Donald, and Allen; daughter Sharon. Fu- 
neral: Sept. 17, Chippewa Falls, Sept. 18, 
Pender, Nebr.; interment, Arlington, Nebr. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
CANDIDATES 
Ordained and Installed: 


Dommer, Ronald, Bethlehem, Aloha, 
by B. W. Schuldheisz, Sept. 21. 
Ernst, Theodore D., asst., Trinity, Bogota, 
N.J., by Walter R. Martin, Sept. 14. : 
Faszholz, John, asst., St. Trinity, St. Louis, 

Mo., by W. C. Ostermeier, Sept. 28. 
Hecksel, Stanton R., asst., Jehovah, St. Paul, 
Minn., by Ernst R. Drews, Sept. 14. 
Hinderman, Arthur W., Immanuel and Trin- 
ity, Sisseton, S. Dak., by M. P. Vogt, Sept. 
14 


Oreg., 


Naumann, Frederick A., Christ, Lebanon, and 
St. Paul, Seneca, S. Dak., by D. L. Gester- 
ling, Sept. 7. 


Installed: Reh dt 


Ackmann, William C., assoc. prof., Concordia 
College, Milwaukee, Wis., by Pres. H F 
Baxmann, Sept. 7. 

Barthel, Gerhard F., Beautiful Savior, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., by Victor M. Selle, Sept. 7. 


Finger, Andrew R., Framingham Lutheran, 
Framingham, Mass., by H. J. Lincks, 
Sept. 21. 

Glade, Eugene, asst., Our Savior, Mankato, 


Minn., by Alvin G. Fehner, Sept. 7. 

Huber, Albert, St. Matthew, Chicago, Ill., by 
G. G. Elbert, Sept. 21. 

Kent, Samuel, Holy Cross and Mount Cal- 
vary, Houston, Tex.; by C. E. Kasper, 
Sept. 21. 

Kieninger, Elmer C., Hope, Pompano Beach, 
Fla., by Roy E. Guelzow, Sept. 14. 

Kurtz, Albert, Jr., Redeemer, Fresno, Calif., 
by Theo. E. Hoelter, Sept. 21. 

Lachmann, Harold, St. John, Ord, and Saint 
John, Burwell, Nebr., by A. L. Kohtz, Sept. 


yAl 
Lade, Alvin, Zion, Ainsworth, Nebr., by A. 
Steven Gedwillo, Sept. 7. 
Light, Gordon H., Immanuel, Sebewaing, 
Mich., by Carl F. Schinnerer, Sept. 21. 
Malkow, Emanuel, First, Clearwater, Fla., by 
Martin Rupprecht, Sept. 14. 

McRee, O. T., Resurrection, Yardley, Pa., by 
O. H. Bertram, Sept. 21. 

Muhl, Herbert, Trinity, St.Louis, Mo., by 
John W. Ott, Sept. 21. 

Porath, Martin, First, Monrovia, Calif., by 
Lawrence P. Rudolph, Sept. 14. 

Raedeke, Ronald, Redeemer, Regina; and Pil- 
grim, Riceton, Sask., by Phil. Fry, Aug. 3. 

Ranzau, Arthur, Trinity, Marshalltown, Iowa, 
by E. L. Runge, Sept. 21. 

Reese, Herman, Zion, Ada, Minn., by A. A. 
Drevlow, Sept. 14. 

Reimnitz, Charles A., Jr., Christ, 
Nebr., by C. A. Reimnitz, Sept. 7. 

Riess, Frederick R., St. Mark, Toledo, and 
All Nations, Newport, Oreg., by Walter G. 
Boss, Sept. 7. 

Scholz, Harry G., St. Paul, Thermopolis, Wyo., 
by Rudolph Weiser, Sept. 21. 

Teuscher, Leland, Trinity, Auburn, Nebr., by 
John Heins, Sept. 28. 
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Lincoln, 


Vavra, Andrew, St. John (Bible Grove), 
Louisville, Ill., by Geo. C. Williams, Sept. 
21. 

Waetjen, Herman C., Calvary, Charleston, 
S.C., by Dean E. Tegeler, Sept. 14. 

Werling, Wilbert H., St. Martin and St. John, 
Shawano, Wis., by W. A. Uttech, Sept. 21. 

Wisch, John K., East Columbus Miuission, 
Columbus, Ohio, by Alfred J. Boester, Sept. 


14. 
Wobrock, Robert W., Prince of Peace, Ana- 
heim, Calif., by Martin Wiersig, Sept. 14. 


Inducted: 


Elbrecht, Paul G., asst. prof., Concordia Semi- 
nary, Springfield, Ill., by Pres. Alvin W. 
Mueller, Sept. 14. : 

Heintzen, Erich H., asst. prof., Concordia 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill., by Pres. Alvin 
W. Mueller, Sept. 14 : 

Preus, Jacob A. O., asst. prof., Concordia 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill., by Pres. Alvin 
W. Mueller, Sept. 14. 

Querbach, Carl, asst. prof., Concordia College, 
Milwaukee, Wis., by Pres. H. W. Baxmann, 
Sept. 7. : 

Tepker, Howard W., asst. prof., Concordia 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill., by Pres. Alvin 
W. Mueller, Sept. 14. 

Zapf, Edmund, instructor, Concordia College, 
Milwaukee, Wis., by Pres. H. W. Baxmann, 


Sept. 7. aft 
Installed: TEAL aE 

Bachman, Norman, Lutheran High School, 
Los Angeles, Calif., by R. E. Schulz, Sept. 7. 

Brauer, Ethan R., Redeemer, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., by E. V. Fitz, Aug. 24. 

Dickhudt, Cand. Robert, Gethsemane, Saint 
Paul, Minn., by P. M. Krause, Sept. 21. 
Einspahr, J. W., Christ, Perry, Okla., by Vic- 

tor P. Schulz, Sept. 21. 

Engelhardt, Walter H., assoc. prof., Concordia 
College, St. Paul, Minn., by Pres. Ernst H. 
Stahlke, Sept. 7. 

Etzler, Cand. Elmer T., Messiah, Fairview 
Park, Ohio, by Bertwin L. Frey, Sept. 14. 

Gefeke, Lawrence, St. Paul, St. Claire Shores, 
Mich., by Erwin C. Beyer, Sept. 14. 

Golden, Cand. Robert, St. Paulus, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., by Pres. Arthur C. Nitz, Sept. 7. 

Green, Donald, Our Savior (Norwood Park), 
Chicago, Ill., by Carl H. Toelke, Sept. 14. 

Guenther, Vernon C., Christ, Cleveland, Ohio, 
by Werner H. Jurgens, Sept. 14. 

Hauer, Walter, Our Savior (Norwood Park), 
Chicago, Ill., by Carl H. Toelke, Sept. 14. 

Hingst, Duane E., Concord School, Pagedale, 
Mo., by Kurt W. Biel, Sept. 21. 

Jones, Leroy E., Bethlehem, Oakland, Calif., 
by Charles Cline, Sept. 7. 

Juergensen, T. L., First, Paola, Kans., by B. J. 
Loesel, Aug. 31. 

Junghans, Norman R., Lutheran High School, 
Los Angeles, Calif., by R. E. Schulz, Sept. 7. 

Keb, Richard E., St. James, Lafayette, Ind., 
by Kenneth R. Schueler, Sept. 14. 

Kebschull, Cand. Lowell, First St. John, Chi- 
cago, Ill., by Carl E. Krog, Sept. 21. 

Kirst, Edward A., Messiah, Fairview Park, 
Ohio, by Bertwin L. Frey, Sept. 14. 

Koehler, Vernon, Lutheran High School Cen- 
tral, St. Louis, Mo., by Martin Haendschke, 
Sept. 25. 

Latzke, Henry R., Lutheran High School, Los 
Angeles, Calif., by R. E. Schulz, Sept. 7. 
Lehl, Cand. Kenneth, Zion, Garland, Nebr., 

by Wm. Petersen, Sept. 14. 

Mertz, Gustave F., First, Manhattan Beach, 
Calif., by Kurt Klein, Sept. 7. 

Meyermann, Armin W., Concord School, 
Pagedale, Mo., by Kurt Biel, Sept. 21. 

Mueller, Cand. Erich, Grace Chapel, St. Louis 
County, Mo., by G. E. Nitz, Sept. 7. 

Ore, Cand. Charles, Trinity, Lincoln, Nebr., 
by F. H. Worthmann, Sept. 7. 

Poll, Cand. Dwayne, Immanuel, Mount Ver- 
non, N. Y., by N. B. Elling, Sept. 14. 

Richter, Herbert W., Bethesda Lutheran 
Home, Watertown, Wis., by A. M. Harstad, 
Sept. 14. 

Saeger, Maynard, Emmaus First, Alhambra, 
Calif., by Wm. Fackler, Sept. 14. 

Scherer, Cand. Robert M., Grace, Indianapolis, 
Ind., by_L. M. Hieber, Sept. 14. 

Schmidt, Cand. Edward, St. Martini, Chicago, 
Ill., by_George Klein, Sept. 7. 

Schroer, Louis, Lutheran High School Central, 
ee Louis, Mo., by Martin Haendschke, Sept. 


Schultz, Cand. Robert, Zion, Detroit, Mich., 
by Kenneth E. Runge, Sept. 14. 
Schulz, Delphin, assoc. prof., Concordia Col- 


lege, St.Paul, Minn., by Pres. Ernst H. 
Stahlke, Sept. 7. 
Schumacher, Melvin L., Concord School, 


Pagedale, Mo., by Kurt W. Biel, Sept. 21. 
Schumacher, Richard, Zion, Wausau, Wis., by 
Luther W. Roehrs, Sept. 14. 


Spring, Carl E., St.John, Buhl, Idaho, by 
Alwin Reimnitz, Aug. 31. 

Sterriker, Cand. Harvey, Martin Luther, 
iter rte Ky., by Howard W. Kramer, 
ept. 14. 
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Storm, Robert W., Concord School, Pagedale,} 
Mo., by Kurt W. Biel, Sept. 21. { 

Toensing, Herbert F., Concord School, Page- 
dale, Mo., by Kurt W. Biel, Sept. 21. 4 

Warneke, Cand. Arlan, Immanuel, Rising City,’ 
Nebr., by E. H. Boelling, Aug. 24. 

Wegmann, Edgar T., Messiah, Houston, Tex.,. 
by W. M. Schreiner, Sept. 21. 

Wittmer, Edward G., St. Peter, Joliet, Ill., byy 
Martin L. Frenk, Sept. 14. ; 
Zabel, Cand. James D., Holy Cross, St. Louis, ; 

Mo., by Paul Koenig, Sept. 14. 
Zoch, Cand. Melvin, St. Paul, New Orleans,; 
La., by William F. Wedig, Sept. 7. 


Inducted: 

Baden, Cand. Robert, instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Paul) 
A. Zimmerman, Sept. 7. : 

Fiebig, Elmer F., asst. prof., Concordia Col- - 


lege, St.Paul, Minn., by Pres. Ernst H. | 
Stahlke, Sept. 7. 1 
Finke, Cand. Charles, instructor, Concordia 


College, Milwaukee, Wis., by Pres. H. W.. 
Baxmann, Sept. 7. : 

Heideman, Paul J., asst. prof., Concordia Col- - 
lege, St.Paul, Minn., by Pres. Ernst H.. 
Stahlke, Sept. 7. : 

Luebke, Martin F., asst. prof., Concordia Sem- - 
inary, Springfield, Ill, by Pres. Alvin W.. 
Mueller, Sept. 14. : 

Messerli, Carlos, asst. prof., Concordia Teach- - 
ers College, Seward, Nebr., by Paul A. . 
Zimmerman, Sept. 7. J 

Middendorf, Jack L., asst. prof., Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Paul] 
A. Zimmerman, Sept. 7. 

Moeller, Robert C., instructor, Concordia Col- - 
lege, Milwaukee, Wis., by Pres. H. W. Bax- - 
mann, Sept. 7. j 

Wilbert, Warren N., asst. prof., Concordia i 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill., by Pres. Alvin} 
W. Mueller, Sept. 14. 


Evangelical Lutheran Church of England 
Installed: Se cola 


Sims, John, Christ, Pettswood, Kent, England, , 
by E. Geo. Pearce, July 13. 
Winger, Roger, Holy Trinity, London N. 15, , 
England, by E. Geo. Pearce, Aug. 31. 


Official Notices 


W. John Meinzen, 721 Lawton Place, Fort? 
Wayne, Ind., has applied for a colloquy att 
Concordia Teachers College, River Forest. . 
The colloquy is to be given by the regularly ' 
constituted committee of our teachers college : 
in October.— Orromar KRUEGER, President, , 
Central District. 


The following have been appointed to) 
serve as a committee for the observance of / 
the Sesquicentennial of Dr. Walther’s Birth: - 
Dr. Carl S. Meyer (chairman), Rev. August | 
Suelflow, Paul W. Jabker, Erwin Marting, , 
David Rohde. — J. W. BEHNKEN. 


Rev. Emil E. Hellwege has been appointed | 
Visitor of Circuit 2, Northwest District, re- - 
placing Rev. R. E. Gross, who accepted | 
a call into another circuit. — Cart H. BEn-: 
SENE, President, Northwest District. 


Rev. Moritz H. Gross, Red Bud, IIl., has} 
been appointed Visitor of the Red Bud Circuit, , 
Southern Illinois District, to succeed Rev. . 
Edwin Hoelter, who accepted a call into 
another District.—W. THEOPHIL JANzow, 
President, Southern Illinois District. 


Rev. Albert O. Knoll, Richmond, Mich., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Mount Clemens 
Circuit, Michigan District, to succeed Rev. 
Eugene Vetter, who has accepted a call into 
another District.— W. Harry Krirecer, Presi 
dent, Michigan District. “7 


oe 


_ Prof. C. W. Spiegel has been appointed act- 
ing president of Concordia Theological Sem- | 
inary, Springfield, Ill., to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of President Walter A. 
Baepler. — Rev. B. H. Setcxe, D.D., Secretary, | 
Board of Control. 5 


Russel J. Peterson of Minneapolis, Minn., 
presented himself for a colloquy to enter the - 
teaching ministry of the Missouri Synod. He > 
was found to be well informed on the doc-_ 
trines of the Bible. He has an adequate » 
academic background and gave evidence of 
a wholesome understanding of the teaching 
ministry. The Colloquy Committee of Concor= 
dia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., declar 
him eligible for a call. Paut A. ZrmmmMERM 
Raymonpd Sursurc, Cart T. BRANDHOoRsT, L. G. 
BrckeL, Secretary. 7 


Call for Nominations . 


7 
The Board of Control of St. John’s College, - 
Winfield, Kans., with the approval of in | 
Board for Higher Education, herewith in- | 
vites all congregations, and others entitled 
> 
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to do-so, to nominate candidates for the posi- 


tion of associate professor of religion. 


- petence and classroom teaching, 


school transcripts and _ transcripts 


Send all nominations together with perti- 
nent information regarding candidates to the 
undersigned by November 30, 1958.—Lxro J. 
Fenske, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Call for Additional 
Senior College Nominations 


Pursuant to the authorization of the Board 
for Higher Education, the Board of Control of 
Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
hereby invites the congregations of Synod to 
propose additional candidates for the staffing 
of the following departments of instruction in 
the Senior College: Religion (chiefly Chris- 
tian Witness courses); Psychology; English 
Language and Literature; German Language 
and Literature. 

This call for additional nominees is in ac- 
cord with the provisions of the original re- 
quest for nominations which appeared in the 
LurHeran Witness of July 5, 1955. All nom- 
inations made in response to previous requests 
in official church papers remain in force and 
need not be repeated. 


I. Candidates propesed for election should 
be in a position to acquire a graduate aca- 


- demic degree in their teaching field, and their 


experience must comply with the provisions 
of Handbook, Section 6.111. 

In addition to these professional qualifica- 
tions of training and experience, candidates 
should have a specific interest in the work of 
developing young men for Christian leader- 
ship, since faculty duties at the college will 
include, in addition to subject-matter com- 
an active 
sharing of responsibility for the entire pro- 
gram of ministerial training. 

II. The Board reserves the prerogative of 
ealling nominees to departments or positions 
other than those to which they are nominated 
if the training or experience of nominees 
qualifies them for such positions. 

III. All nominations, together with relevant 
personal and academic data, must be mailed 
not later than December 15, 1958, to Rev. 
C. E. Avticx, Secretary, Board of Control, 
3225 Crescent Ave., Fort Wayne 3, Ind. 


Election Result 


Rev. Walter G. Kunstmann, Ph. D., was 
elected professor of church history and prac- 
tical subjects at Concordia Seminary, Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, on September 21.— Cartos H. 
WartH, Secretary, Board of Control of the 
Theological Department, Concordia Seminary, 
Porto Alegre. 


Admissions to 
Concordia Teachers College 
River Forest, Il. 


After January 1, 1959, Concordia Teachers 
College will begin processing applications for 
the 1959—1960 schoolyear. Applications com- 
pleted after this date will be processed only 
after all applications completed prior to 
January 1, 1959, have been considered. 

An application is complete when Forms 
A, C, and D have been received, together 
with the academic record to date. High 
school seniors will be required to file official 
transcripts covering the first six semesters. 
Applicants now in college will file high 
covering 
courses completed to date. 

Because of the large number of applica- 
tions already received, it is evident that a 
selective procedure will be necessary. Special 
consideration will be given to those who are 
enrolled in the teacher-training program of 
the synodical junior colleges, to the qualified 
applicants who could not be accepted in the 
fall of 1958, to those who have maintained 
a high scholastic record, and to those grad- 
uating from Lutheran high schools, provided 


“that the applications are completed by Jan- 


Sarcer, 800 Mudd Ave., Lafayette, La. 


mary 1, 1959. 

Further information and application_blanks 
may be secured by writing to the Director 
of Recruitment, Concordia Teachers College, 
River Forest, Ill.—M. L. KoEHNeEKE, Presi- 
dent. 


Notices 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans moving to 
Lafayette or New Iberia, La., please send 
their names and addresses to Rev. JOHN 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans living in or 
moving to Boron, Kramer, Edwards Air Force 
Base, Desert Lake, and California City, Calif., 
please notify Rev. Kurt Brivx, 410 SoH Sts 
Barstow, Calif. 


NOVEMBER 4, 1958 


Wanted 
Used electronic organ for mission congre= 
gation. Write (condition, price, etc.): Rev. 


Joun Sagcer, Trinity Lutheran Church, 800 
Mudd Ave., Lafayette, La. 


20—25 good used pews for small rural 
church. Willing to pay cost and transporta~ 
tion charges. Write: Rrv. J, K. Newron, Deer 
Park, Wis. 


For pastors in Germany and Poland, Ger- 
man theological books — works of Walther, 
Stoeckhardt, and Pieper, especially the three- 
volume dogmatics Christliche Dogmatik of 
Pieper; also the St. Louis edition of Luther 
(the entire set of 22 volumes or individual 
volumes) and Buechner’s Handkonkordanz 
have been requested. If you are willing to 
donate these books to pastors who have lost 
their libraries or to young seminary graduates 
in Europe, please write: Dr. H. A. Mayer, 
Secretary of Missions, 210 N. Broadway, Saint 
Louis 2, Mo. 


Available 
Electric candelabra, operating on 15 volts 
or less (transformer necessary). Also some 


altar paraments. — Rrev. Roy ScHROEDER, Saint 
John Lutheran Church, R. 2, Monroeville, Ind. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bernthal, Arnold I., Denver, Iowa 

Bielenberg, Herman, c.r.m., 8 Branch St., 
Warren, Pa. 

Bloedel, Hugo, Immanuel Lutheran College, 
Greensboro, N.C. 


Born, Charles H. Home address: 6304 
Haney Dr. Office: 100 E. 26th St., Austin 
5, Dex: 


Boysen, Albert M., 2025 E. Polk, Paris, Tex. 

Braun, Elmer W., 3011 Chadbourne Rd., 
Shaker Heights 20, Ohio 

Ernst, Theo., 3565 Hudson Blvd., 
Jersey City 7, N. J. 

Fergin, James A., 240/6 Torrington Ave., 
Colombo 7, Ceylon 

Fricke, Robert W., 809 Laramie St., 
Atchison, Kans. 

Gabert, Leonard A., Duchess, Alta., Canada 

Gierke, Arnold E., 424 W. Boone, 
Belvidere, Ill. 

Gutknecht, Paul T., em., 620 Bodega Ave., 
Petaluma, Calif. 

Hafner, Roland L., R. 4, Box 498a, 
Thiensville, Wis. 

Hein, K. H., em., 2433 S. Fifth St., 
Springfield, Ill. 

Koller, Walter E., 4304 Alan Dr., Apt. D., 
Baltimore 29, Md. 

Lade, Alvin R., 320 E. Fourth, 
Ainsworth, Nebr. 

Lang, Samuel G., 5 John Armstrong Rd., 
Bangalore 5, South India 

Ludwig, Dan R., 160 Northfield Rd., 
Northfield, Ohio 

Ludwig, Chap. (Capt.) Paul W., Jr., 
916 Louise St., Houston 9, Tex. 

Martin, Kenneth A., 1114 N. North Ave., 
Fairmont, Minn. 

Meseke, Gilbert F., 
Hiawatha, Iowa 

Muhl, Herbert, 812 Soulard, St. Louis 4, Mo. 

Porath, Martin, 2544 Rochelle St., 
Monrovia, Calif. 

Querbach, Carl W., 5859 N. 60th St., 
Milwaukee 18, Wis. 

Rynearson, Larry, 11425 Marsh Lane, 
Dallas 29, Tex. 

Scheck, Elmer E., 2882 W. Houghton Lake 
Dr., Houghton Lake, Mich. 

Schreiber, Lawrence E., Granton, Wis. 

Schroeder, Robert H., 500 N.Shipley St., 
Seaford, Del. 

Schulenburg, Carl F., em., 
1635 N.E. 5ist St., Portland 13, Oreg. 

Schulz, Arnold, Wyoming, Minn. 

Tessmann, Harold H., 43 Lealand Dr., 
Clarksville, Tenn. 

Thielo, Paul J., 168-07 43d Ave., 
Flushing 58, N. Y. 

Trahms, Vernon T., 3310 Stone Park Blvd., 
Sioux City, Iowa 

Zahrte, Carl E., 510 S. 55th St., 
Lincoln 10, Nebr. 


Teachers: 


Harper, Curtis D., 122 Bales Ave., 
Chattanooga 11, Tenn. 

Hauser, Roland L., 4623 S. Francisco, 
Chicago 32, Ill. 

Ibeling, Frederick, 8273 Zenith, S., 
Minneapolis 20, Minn. 

Kohlman, Roger H., 11344 Prospect Ave., 
Bridgeton, Mo. 

Roth, Edgar N., R. 2, Milford, Ill. 

Schmidt, Jacob, em., 801 Greenwood, 
Storm Lake, Iowa 

Zeddies, Prof. Leslie, 1045 Monroe, 
River Forest, Ill. 
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205 First Ave., 


Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


Bugenhagen Anniversary 


The LUTHERAN WITNESS has not given 
enough attention to the 400th anniversary 
of the death of Johann Bugenhagen. AI- 
though a great Bugenhagen memorial 
service was held in Hamburg, Germany, 
practically nothing has been done or writ- 
ten in his memory on this side of the 
Atlantic. 

Johann Bugenhagen, affectionately called 
“The Pomeranian” by Martin Luther, was 
a close friend of, and pastor to, the great 
Reformer. He helped Luther translate the 
Bible into German and was the leading 
spirit in organizing the Lutheran Reforma- 
tion in Denmark. He was the first man to 
bring the Reformation to the Hanseatic 
cities of Northern Germany. 

Bugenhagen is also remembered as the 
pastor who preached the sermon at Lu- 
ther’s funeral, even though he nearly 
choked with tears while standing in the 
pulpit. Let’s not be so forgetful of the 
men who first launched the glorious Prot- 
estant Reformation! 


Chicago, Ill. WALTER J. BIEHL 


Music Festival Recordings 


I have just recently received my sets of 
the recordings of the Third Annual Lu- 


theran Intercollegiate Choral Festival. 
They are sublime! 
“Hallelujah, Let Praises Ring” and 


“Now Let All the Heavens Adore Thee” 
give a lift which all the vitamin pills in 
the world can’t surpass. What tranquilizers 
can compare with the quiet peace that 
comes as you listen to that old and ever 
loved “Harre, meine Seele” or “What God 
Ordains Is Always Good”? 

Let’s consider these recordings as Christ- 
mas gifts for relatives, friends, conva- 
lescent homes, homes for the aged, 
schools, and libraries. The records come 
in a beautiful album, containing 2 large 
33% rpm high-fidelity records of the high- 
est quality and sell for $8.00 per album 
or 2 albums for $15.00. Write the Mil- 
waukee Planning Committee, c/o Concor- 
dia College, Milwaukee 8, Wis. 


EsTHER A. SCHUMANN 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Add “Please” to Prayers? 


I am curious to know why the word 
please is not used in our prayers or peti- 
tions to the Lord. Our parents and others 
taught us to say “Please” when we asked 
for anything. If we did not say “Please,” 
often our wishes would not be granted. 
If we are to be polite — as we are by using 
the word please —to our earthly parents 
and our fellow men, shouldn’t we show 
the same respect, if not more, to our 
heavenly Father? 

We do, I will grant, use the words if it 
be Thy will, but they, in my way of look- 
ing at things, do not sound as sincere as 
the word please. Without the word please 
a request is more of an order than a peti- 
tion, and it is not for us to give orders to 
our heavenly Father. He gives the orders 
or commands to us. 


Los Angeles, Calif. JAMES L. FENSKE 
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A NEW CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 


IMPORTED FROM EUROPE 
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By PAULA JORDAN AND WILLIAM THOMAS 


% Appeals to the entire family 
%* An aid to family devotions 


* For home, school, and Sunday school 
— wherever there are children 


Special Advent and Christmas calen- 
dars are centuries old. America was in- 
troduced to them several years ago. They 
were an immediate success. Here is a new 
one designed to lead children into the true 
meaning of Christmas and the pre-Christ- 
mas season. 


Purchase a copy for each 
child in the family 


75 cents each plus 
25 cents for packing 


and handling I enclose $ 
Special price — 4 for 

$3.00, postpaid pags 
(Size, 1012 X12. oe 
Packaged in cellophane 

envelope) City 


Please send me 


“The Mystery of Christmas” is a chil- 
dren’s calendar containing 40 little doors 
— one for each day of the Advent, Christ- 
mas, and Epiphany seasons. Behind each 
door is a transparency of some Christmas 
scene in full color. As the little doors are 
opened one by one, the “mystery” of Christ- 
mas is gradually unfolded before the enrap- 
tured eyes of the children. An accom- 
panying sheet explains the use of the 
calendar and gives Bible references for 
each scene represented. 


Help your child experience the thrill of 
this joyous season! 


SAINT LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 


The Mystery of Christmas, No. 50W5500 


Zone State 


